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TRIPLE STREAM
RANDOM REFLECTIONS

D. Ranga Rao*

Now and then | receive lettersvonder with due respect to old traditions,
addressed with the prefix 'Dior 'Prof." why a person who does research on a topic
before my name or with a Ph.D attached tn his chosen subject should be called a
my name at the end. This mode of addregsctor of philosophy as the nomenclature
amuses me because | am neither a 'doctaid the theme of the topic have nothing to
nor a 'professor’ and | do not possess thie with medicine or with the tribe of
Ph.D degree too. This manner of addretfsinkers. Generally speaking this highest
makes me go personal and reflect brieflyniversity degree does not make the
on doctoral degrees and their efficacy ivandidate a better classroom teacher at any
the teaching profession with offence ttevel of teaching.
none.

Once there were very few Ph.D

: Iders in the universities. Most of the
century the B.A. degree was considered . . :
high qualification and the person Whéeac_hers n thAndhra_ University where |
possessed it walked with his head he udied in the early f|ft_|es had only M.A./
high. He was looked upon with reverenti .Sc. degrees including some Professors
awe. Science graduates also were award¥ ? were Ee%dil ofpﬂe[g)artmsnl_t_?t. The
the B.A. degree in those days. In course ggoressor who had a =h. ora L.LItL. was
time the M.A. degree and later the Ph.? veritable Bruhaspathi. In the Central
usurped the place of B.AAn additional nstitute of English and Foreign Languages
research degree M.Phil got squeez glEF.L)' now EFLU, Whefe | was a
between M.A. and Ph.D as the educationdf'ticipant for two years in the early

authorities thought that an intermediate ar%ghtles, many professqrs andlteachers
ere only M.As. These 'masters' were as

introductory research degree would heﬁO \ o L2
candidates to perform better in attaining tHP0d as the ‘doctors'in delivering the goods

highest research degree as also perr’l’%%? everything went well. | may recall that

In the early decades of the twentiet

; ; dul Kalam, the missile man of India who
boost their performance in the classroond. R, . .
P lazed forth brilliantly in the skies of

The Ph.D degree when expande@fissile technology had no Ph.D.
reads 'doctor of philosophy'. | sometimes
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With the idea of joining the band of The CIEFL exposure and
Ph.Ds following the trend in the seventiesdxperience gained in the teaching-learning
decided to take up research on the playsmfocess through evaluation of scripts
the Irish dramatist Sean O Casey and maldelped me in giving demonstration lessions
all preparations to get registered under thejunior and degree college and university
guidance of DiM.K. Nayak in the Dharwad teachers as an external faculty member of
University, Karnataka. Just at this time théhe Distance Education dept. of the CIEFL
Department of Higher Eduation, Govt. ofor many years at the contact programmes.
Andhra Pradesh transferred me from At this time | prepared and recorded
degree college to the Collegiate Cell, Stagyllabus oriented audio lessons for +2
Council of Educational Research andtudents of colleges situated in remote and
Training, (SCER), Hyderabad.The backward areas of the State for the Board
lecturers of this cell were to organize inef Intermediate Education, Govt. AfP.
service training programmes for collegéater as Principal of a.@ Government
teachers in all subjects including EnglistCollege affiliated to the Osmania
During the five years | worked in thisUniversity. | taught my M.A. students
institution, | came into close contact witHiterature Papers as well as theTHRaper
the teachers of the CIEFL who were thehich gave me job satisfaction. | treat my
resource persons at our programmes. | gaieET experience being of greater value than
a number of demonstration lessons to tleePh.D in literature.
trainees under the guidance of the CIEFL
teachers iMeaching English as a second No doubt research for the doctoral
language. degree widens the researckemind and

After five years in the Collegiatebroadenfs Ihf's out(ljo_ok of life and maktlss him
Cell of SCER | was deputed by thedware of life and its meaning in a larger

gontext. This research may add new

government to the CIEFL for the I:)Osknowled e in his area of workt the same
Graduate Diploma ifTeaching English. _: 9

This deputation put a stop to my attempfgne the degree also boosts one's image

to do research for my Ph.D as the tidand Provides a status symbol, places the
changed its course sudden-ly person on a higher pedestal socially also

and pats him with a heavier pay packet too.
After the PG Diploma | continued
my stay in the CIEFL to do M.Litt. by Times and things changed over the
research in English Languadeaching years and the universities realised the need
(ELT). Had | not been deputed to the CIEFRNd importance of basic communication
| would have gone back to my researcskills to be mastered along with the study
project for Ph.D and would have got it andf the content by the learners. What with
would have been a doctor of philosophy!the advent of the computer and other allied
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gadgets the scene now presents a differébnclude that | am happgontended and
picture, a change for the better as far aatisfied with the simple looking and
language learning is concerned though musbnorous sounding Indian prefix 'Sri’
has yet to be done. before my name. Incidentallglear reader
the prefix has a greater import and sanctity
Coming back to my starting pointas it connotes divinity!

LONELY HEART

Dr J. Bhagyalakshmi*

| have a family They talk in pairs or in groups

| have a house full of people Give long side glances

Comings and goings | see If they sight me with a book

A lot of talk, chatterlaughter and shrieks Their eyes follow my movement
Reach my ears Yes, | have a familyever busy family

Cell phones ring with different ring tonesWhere my needs are met, | have comfort
People relax stretching themselves Nothing is awryeverything is smooth

Holding mobiles in their hands Only that | sitin the garden all alone

Clicking away at random Watching trees, swinging branches,

Yes, | have a family Blooming flowers and chirping birds

Sons and daughters, nephews and niecé&®metimes indeed blue and charming

Friends, pals, chums and buddies | also see floating clouds and distant hills

They assemble, disperse and reassemidigeeze is soothing, silence is overwhelming

Not all at once. By the way what syndrome do you call
this

_ To feel all alone despite a family?
* Writer and Poet, Madanapally
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ACTION AND DESTINY

T.N. Dhar 'Kundan'*

Over many centuries this debate hasg people who advocate that we must act
been going on whether our lives are shapgafd leave the result in the hands of the
by our destinies or by our actions. TherBivine. These varying schools of thought
are fatalists who believe that everything iare so confusing and baffling that it is very
our lives is pre-determined and nothing cadifficult for us to figure out which one of
be changedWe often see astrologershem is right and which is wrong. Even so,
perusing our horoscopes and then predictipg: do adopt a particular path of belief and
what is going to happen and when. Thgead on that, sometimes consciously and
human mentality is such that if theften un-consciously
prediction is favourable we do not at once
believe it. Our attitude is to wait and see Recently | came across a small book
when that favourable occurrence takegritten by a Chinese author and
place. If, howeveisomething unfavourableinterestingly the first chapter of that book
is predicted, we immediately believe itandealt with this topic only He had
start looking for some remedies to wargbproduced the story of his father as narrated
off the evil. These astrologers have variousy him. It seems that in early days of his
prescriptions to avoid the unfavourablgife he had certain ambitions as we all have.
events or at least to minimise their impacHe desired to pass certain examinations,
They prescribe some specific ritual, somgualify in certain subjects and then aspired
sort of a fast or chanting of some mantrag get a certain prestigious position in the
to avoid the destined misfortune. There aegiministrative set up of his native place. In
action-oriented people also, though lessgfe meantime, he came across a holy person
in numbeywho give importance to actionswho had the spiritual powers to read the
They have an aim. They chalk out a plan elestiny of a person. That person predicted
action to achieve that aim and are focussést him, what examination he would pass,
in undertaking the required action. They d@hat he would not be able to pass and what
not believe in destiny nor in any prerank he would get in these examinations.
determined fate. Most of them are brandede also told him what position he would
as materialists. There is yet another grodje able to secure for himself and what he
would never achieve. It so happened that
over the next few years every single
prediction of his came true. He failed where

* Writer, Benguluru
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he was told that he would fail. He passettiat destiny is there for all of us, but the
where he was told that he would qualif$sod has given us strength to change it for
and even got the rank that was foreseen ggod or bad. If we endeavour honestly and
that holy man. The result was that hérmly we can change our destiny to our
developed a firm belief in destirije came advantage. Everything unfavourable can be
to believe that the stars and planets hagenverted into favourable. If we are docile
taken a position in his life that will resultand lethargic and do not act in the right
in success or failure as ordained by thedirection even the good in our destiny will
and as predicted by the holy man. He gavwet materialise for us. This advice was so
up the hope to achieve those positions artfective for that gentleman that thereafter
get those posts, which he desired but whe toiled and laboured with renewed zeal
told that he would never get. and vigourThe result was that he passed
the examinations that he had earlier thought
This state of affairs continued fothe would never qualifjfeventually he got
quite sometime and the person concerndite coveted prestigious post that he had
accepted what came through from time tesired in his younger days but was told
time, both success and failure. Interestingtihat he would never get, as it was not
it tallied hundred per cent with what he hadssigned in his destin§o, in practical life
been told years earlier in advands.the he experienced that the holy man he met
providence would have it, one day he cantater in his life was right. He then passed
across another holy man, a Zen Mastam this advice to his son. Incidentalhe
During his conversation with him, he wasvas earlier told that he would never have
asked why he was not going to take ason. Thatis why he was narrating all these
particular examination that would improvexperiences of his to his son, who was born
his prospects for promotion to a higher posifter he met the second holy man. He even
He told him that it has been predicted tha¢vealed to him the fact that as a result of
he will never cross that hurdle. He wathis experience he had changed his name
asked whyHis reply was destiny and therfrom Xuehai, meaning 'broad learning' to
he revealed to him all that the previous holyiaofan, which means 'transcending the
person had predicted which had so fardinary'.
proved to be factually correct. The holy man
made a profound statement. He sai@s'Y After reading this chapter it was
destiny exists, but it is changeable. Destimow my turn to ponder over this subject.
is not set but is created and determined BYe have inherited what is knownkarma
ourselves'. theoryAccording to this theory our actions
design and formulate our destifijne stock
The Zen Master explained to hinpile of these actions is carried forward by
the statement he had made in detail. He saislfrom one birth to anothdrhis is called
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Sanchit Karmaor the actions in our This confirms the statement of the Zen
account, the result of which we have ndilaster that destiny exists but is changeable.
yet borne and, therefore, those actions dtas because of this eternal truth that Shri
as credit or debit in our accouAtportion Krishna has said in Bhagavad Gita,
of this accumulated stock that has alread§armanya-evaadhikaraste maaphaleshu
fructified in the form of our present birth kadachana Your authority is restricted to
body environment etc. is callé&tarabdha performing your actions only; you have no
karma Then we have the actions that wauthority on the fruit of action'. So, we have
perform during this birth. These are calletb concentrate on doing our job and doing
Aagami KarmaThese actions can alter and well, so that the destiny changes in our
change, for good or bad, the effect of odavour This philosophy is not new for us.
previous actions carried over from the pa§ur scriptures go a few steps further and
birth. An analogy of a hunter is often givenell us that our actions of this birth can be
to explain these three sets of actios. classified into three group&arma,
hunter has shot an arrowhich is his kartavyaandkarya Karmais that set of
Prarabdha karmaHe is carrying a bundleactions which we have to perform
of arrows at his back, which is f#&nchit voluntarily or involuntarily and without
karmaand he is about to shoot an arrowerforming which we cannot exist.
which forms hisAagami karmaHow the Kartavyaconstitutes those actions which
present actions can change the destinywe have adopted as our duties. These
illustrated by citing the example of twaactions have to be performed diligently and
persons born in two different families, onsincerely with a sense of commitment.
rich and one poomDue to thePrarabdha Karya involves those actions which are
Karmaone was born in a rich family anddesirable to be performed and include
the other in a poor one. The rich on¥ajna, Tapa, Daanaor sacrificial ritual,
squandered all his wealth in wining, dininggenance and charityhese actions when
and betting and became a paupte first performed in a detached manner and without
mortgaged his bungalgw which he was an eye on their fruit raise us to the level of
born and eventually that too waslivinity and our liberation is assured. In
confiscated by his creditors. He came amther words, we make our destiny
the road due to his bad deeds. The poourselves. So the saying in Shrimad
one worked hard and toiled to gailBhagavad Gita,Aatmaiva aatmana
knowledge, engaged in constructive chordsandhuha atmaivaripura atmanatwe
earned money and became affluent. Hee ourselves our friends and ourselves our
constructed a mansion in the place offaes' stands established beyond any doubt,
modest cottage in which he was born. [fhat is what the Zen master has stated in
this manner he was able to change hise story narrated above.

destiny with the help of his good deeds.
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AUM (OM) - PRANAVA

T.S.SAnjaneyulu*

A mantra is the dynamic aspect ok the state beyond the above three. It is a
thought. Speech is the minor component, then-dual transcendent state. They refer to
outer expression and the vehiclgody (Virat), mind Hiranyagarbhg,
(movement) of the thought. The Hindu intellect (shwarg and bliss Brahman).

Logo (Sphoty- the material of all worlds Philosophy has been reviewing life the
is OM. The only possible symbol OM ispbjective - awake state and not of the
Pranava It is the boatNavg that carries totality of experience. Mandukya
man to the other shore. It is everything i['_ljpanishad, which occupies a very high
the universe Sabda BrahmanMere place inVedantic literature, elaborates
repetition of OM a few times removes théhese aspects. It contains one of the four
tossing of the mind\fkshepa. It is the great utterancedMahavakyastyamAtma
mother oVedas and thékshara Brahman Brahmameaning this atman is Brahman.
Mandukya Upanishad says that OM is thgita (9,16) elaborates that the letters of OM
light of the SupremeAll the world is OM  cover the three states of time and
where its vibrations penetrate. It is the pagfonsciousness, the three qualities, the three
present and future. Itis also the one whigfiates of subtlety and pervasion and the three
transcends all the divisions of time. Thelaces of meditation. It implies self (OM
universe begins with the vibrations of thgat Sat) the three firesAgni, Vayu and
primal sound engy OM. As sound and Aditya.
object are inseparable OM is the universe,
visible and invisible, audible and Mandukya Upanishad (||,2,4) says
inaudible. It is the objective form emanatingM is the bowintellect is arrow and tget
from the transcendent godhead. is Brahman It needs polarisation of mind
through focus Avarana and deep

Atman is the original of four feetpenetration into the mind removing the
altogether ultimate in resolve into one wholgeiling from its Vrittis (Vikshepa
only a fourth of which is objective, heardjeveloping greater awareness and
outside inAUM (OM). A Vaisvanara expansion of consciousness.
objective, awake state. UTaijasa(subtle
mental dream state), Misagnya the deep Chandogyopanishad says - as all
sleep cognitional state of bliss afialiya |eaves of a tree are held by the stem, all the
) words are held together by the primordial
* Writer, Hyderabad sound OM. It is the vibration of cosmic
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creative intelligence - théabda Brahman Om s the imperishable ontic realitfhe
OM is the entire existence. It is thesymbol is observed in alledic works in
overflow of the bliss oBrahman The Krishna (black)¥ajurveda.
vibration engulfs the whole universe with
infinite number of frequencies and is Taithiraeya Samhitaeand most of
audible eternallyit needs one to be able tathe Upanishads describe OM in several
listen. It becomes a reality only when it isvays. It is a primordial sound, a three-
listened to through proper tuninge live, lettered symbol (AUM). Constant recitation
move, rest and find our quest in OM. It isr chanting of OM takes it to the place from
fulfillment. All the universal frequencies aravhich it emerged and helps reintegration
available in our cerebral-spinal coraf man.Omrepresent8rahman(Omitye
system - from coccyx to pineal the inneiKasharam Brahmp It is Nada (Na-da).
universe in man. Each psychic centre ha&fa is Prana and Da is Agni (fire). It is
its own frequency affecting the cellserily the fire ofpranafrom which comes
corresponding to the centers. the universal mother nature in name and
form of colors, letters and sounds. OM
Omis Aksharam imperishable. It provides Peace Shant) and rest
is sacred. OM means a solemn affirmatiafvishranti) from the worldliness. GAUM,
an ascent -like say "Let there be" i\ represents fire, sun - firediswanarg -
Christian theology Jyoti Hiranmanyam Tejovai
Hiranmanyam U represents aifaijasa-
Omis verily theBrahmanthe pure Hiranya Garbha Samvaatre and M
consciousness. Kathopanishad (VI,®-1represents sunHavyavahana Adi Deva
says "beyond the senses is the mind, beyoidirya.
the mind is pure intellect, beyond the
intellect is the greaAtman Beyond the The hollow canalSushumndies
Atman is the unmanifestBfahman). Itis through the left interior or upper palate and
beyond all plurality to unity iBBrahman growth that hangs down between the arteries
Everything in nature is fragmented int@and passes out to an opening in the center
diversity Omis the unfragmented whole.in the skull where the hair is parted. There
It is everything - totality of man universes a great subtle and bright space in the heart
and reality It is everything, creator and(Hridayakasha. Meditation is suggested
creation, a sum total of all matter allon the heart.
pervading - the totality of all mortal and
immortal. The sacred syllablePsanava Any exercise involves expenditure
the primordial sound. It is formed by threef enegy. But meditation replenishes
letters A, U, and M, which mages with O enegy. OM is neither psychological
and prolongs to M through nasal resonangsubtle) nor eschatological (gross). It is
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anrthropo-cosmic. It is the man-God linkanalysis of the cosmos's primordial sound,
It is divine and yet humao reach the a hum deep in the throat preceded by the
target ofBrahman OM is the bow to be atoms and the stars. It is a simple sound,
used with the arrow of individual spirit-like the mantra OM, but hidden within it
Atman The wisdom of thé/edas shows are the harmonics on the details of shape,
how through simple ethical living withcomposition and birth. It is reported that
fearlessness, strength of faitiliHAT, one the harmonics rang out like a bell in the
can live. first fractions of a second after the big bang.
Cosmologists believe that these minute
OM is Sabda BrahmanNada ripples of sound become the seeds of matter
Brahman a word-sound coordination. It iswhich eventually lead to the formation of
the sound-word that emerged from silencthe stars, galaxies and planets such as earth.
It is the very beginning - it is the soundCole reports that in the primordial period
behind and silence follows its utterance. Ihothing existed but pure light, sprinkled in
is the first sound of the whole universe. Emattering sub-atomic particles. Nothing
is an integration of matter and spirit, fornmappened except that this light and the
and formless, sound and soundless silenoaatter fluid spreading it out to others. Like
It is all-pervading vibration, the basis obanging on the head of a drum, the
all sounds and the entire range of atlomprehension of the liquid light as it fell
frequencies. OM combines the three aspeat$o gravity wells set up the sound waves
of the universe-creationBfahmag - thatcosmologist Charles Likgeaver calls
maintenance (Mhnu) and dissolution'the oldest music in the universas the
(Shiva). ShwustiSiti andLaya)- they are universe aged, these sound waves
the universal cyclic aspects of the trinity developed on ever-large scales, filling the
In his 'The Fabric of Cosmos: Spatiene heavens with a deepening rdaong after
and Texture of Reality', Prof of physicsthe bang, the universe cooled down where
Brian Green says, Just as a violin stringlectrons and protons condensed into atoms
can vibrate in different patterns eacbf hydrogen and separated from the
particle produces a different musical notejbrating light (photons). The photons went
filaments of superstring theory vibrate inhrough separate ways and the universe
different patterngt the ultra microcosmic abruptly went in silent evolution (Bohr
level, the universe is akin to a string aalls the matter as frozen light). The next is
symphony of vibratory matter in existencehistory of the universe. The patrticles joined
K C Cole writing on 'Mind, Matter- each other to form other atoms, stars and
Conversationwith Cosmos', reports ineverything else, including people.
2004 that a team of astronomers led by
Andrew Lange of California Institute of Mandukyopanishad (1,4,1-3), and
Technology published the most detaile@handyogyopanishad (VIII, 6) say that one
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should meditate on the symbol OM - imothing beyond is OM. Om provides and
Udhgati chant. Itis the essence of all beingstablishes a state of balance in mind-body
- the elements - earth, watplants, human It provides food, health, increased inner
speech antfedas. Sam¥eda is its musical enegy levels, increased memory power
chant (Udgati chant) and RMeda is its control of stress and anxietlf provides
speech. energy and clear thinking for good
leadership and managemenbday even
Taithreeya Upanishad (1,8) saythe materialist world - scientists, medical
OM is Brahman - Om is whole - it is themen, neurologists and psychopathologists
response of the universe, the echo efis understanding and appreciating the
Brahman and the soul of all souls. OM isrondrous aspect of OM chanting and
variously described and elaborated imeditation. Even corporates are allowing
Chandagyopanishad, Kathopanishadpme time for it. Some schools have done
Taitreeyopanishad. Mahanarayait.
opanishad, Prasnopanishad, All creation is Gayatri says
Mandukyopanishad, Maitriyupanishad an@handogyopanishad. When vibrations of the
also in Bhagavad Gita. mantra generate spiritual eqgr it is
gradually merged into the movement of
Omis one of the twelve aspects oPrana as one ascends to spiritual form. The
the power of the sun's raySdura Sakji- mantra can be applied to generate energy
Adityas Rishis Yakshas Apsaras to stop the vrittis of the mind. The mantra
RakshasasSarpagserpent)Gandharvas directed internally and externally on the
and so on associated with the seven horsggect to transcend till it is unified with the
(Aswas$ of the sun. Gayatri symbolism ofdeity. With increasing degree of
luminous sacred OM is thidadaSabda consciousness, when light is observed, it
Brahman inundates the mind affana The mantra
is one with God and expansion involves
Omcontains the seven musical notespiritual transcendence. The glow of the
(Sapta Swaras-sai, ga, ma pa, da ni spirit reduces the form of the objects seen.
of Indian music). Inward - directedEyes become divine eyes.
contemplation of supreme (non- material
and non-dual) is deflected to outside Gayatri mantrasays, 'May we
objects - (matter) by mind and ego until thesneditate on the effulgence and glory of HIM
are absorbed in the s&bga is oneness ofwho has created the universe, who is fit to
breath, mind, senses and intellect, tHee worshipped, who is the embodiment of
recreation of all existence to react. Wh&nowledge and light, who is the redresser
is, what was, and what will be, the timef all sins and ignorance, may he light our
integrated THAT timeless and eternal withintellect’. OM is imperishable, says
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Mandukyopanishad. OM coveB$ioo Loka spiritual eye, the third eye, where
(terrestrial) Bhvar(Antarikshathe astral), Paramahanségananda experienced a ring
Svar(matter)Loka The meditation on OM of golden light with a violet blue field
bestows health, beautgtrength, vigoyr within. Jesus Christ says, (Luk#:34-35)
vitality and destroys sirOmis Gayatri. It in Bible, "the light of the body is the eye,
is theSakti It is the power of the universetherefore, when thine is single, thy whole
The Gayatri Mantrastands unparalleledbody is also full of light, but with thine eye
in theVedas and is regarded as the se&devil, the body is also full of darkness".

word with the syllablesyyahritis - Bhoq Vital breath Prana) enters the

Bhuvr, andSvar. It i d to be th :
"orl;ga ar;es\;ar;euls g?pr:ﬁze uﬂivirsggc’dy at medulla oblongata, stored in the

manifestation at the commencement of imaanasraracontinues in the head and is

istributed through the boundary according
4 to the jurisdiction of fivePranasand the
ogubstances for their activityt is possible

elements, 20 external and four internal, fi)? _transform ego consciousness by
sense organs (knowledge), five motdfoncentration between the eyes along with
organs (action), fiv@ranasand five subtle Of WithoutPranayamaand meditation.
elementsTanmatrag, four internal ogans AUM in reality represents a
- mind (Manas), intellecBuddh), Chitta combination of five aspect®&\UM, Bindu
(mind stuff, memory and feeling) and egandNada It represents the supreme, the
(Ahamkara. formulation ofLinga of SIVA with five
faces -Sadyojato(modem evolution) -
Says Paramahan¥agananda, 'the amadevghandsome)Aghora(fearless),
physical beauty of a form or of nature iFatpurusha (that one beyond mind and
fleeting'. Its perception depends upon tHanguage) and&esana(the creator) with
power of physical eyes. The beauty dfve directions - four horizontal and one
cosmic energy is ever-lasting and can hgward with five colors Mukta (reddish-
seen with or without the physical eyes. Gogthite), Vidruma (red), Hema (yellow),
makes a grand display of cosmic energy Meela (blue), Dhavala (white) -
the astral realm of vibratory light', in theepresentingGunas- white (Satva), red
psychic centers, the space on the forehe@®hjag, blue Tamag, a combination of
between the eye8lrukut) is the corneal white, red and blueSaumya- and greater
center Ajna Chakra(medullar)).Ajna than all the three colors Tyriya) longing
means to obeyit is the centre of willing. for the universal aspect of evolution.
The center corresponds to pituitary gland -
as two-petalled lotus of grey col@uring Man progresses from gazing at a
meditation, it is possible to open up thgymbol to the mental act by linking the form

TheGayatri mantraconsists of 2
syllables. Man's gross body has

TRIVENI APR. - JUN. 2019



17

but not the symbol and therbyanagiving beautiful equations of electromagnetism,
up name and form but concentrating onsays, "the only laws of matter are which
particular soundhvani) on a particular our minds must fabricate and only laws of
hymn (nantrg and the sound caught up irmind are fabricated for it by matter”. So to
the mind.Gayatri is one suchmantra go beyond the world, we have to go beyond
(Omkarg. Patanjali says the wolUM the mind (the cosmic center of the world).
is God. To go beyond the mind, one has to go beyond
: . . the three states (awake, dream and deep
RigVeda says, "In the beginning wa

Brahmanwith whom was the word and th §Ieep) beyond space-time causalyM

d Brahman' Bibl epresents the basic principle, pure
word was supremeranman bIbI€ SayS cqongciousness the atman upon which the
(John1:1), "in the beginning was the Wor%:

: ates come upon and go as waves do on
and the word was with God and the wor. :
was God" AUM is like "AMEN" of the e surface of the ocean. The ocean is not

: . affected by the presence or absence of the
church,AMIN of Muslims. & Francis of ;5\ es. |t remains the same even in balance

Assisi described it as music, S0 sweet, §0is qeep quiet - but waves cannot exist
beautiful that had it lasted a moment IonNg&ithout ocean.

we would have lost in it completely".

In PrasnopanishagdPippalada ~ AUM originates in the throat,
answers Saryakama on being questiongtiddle of the mouth and in the ligsis for
"what happens to a person who meditatéJynx, the root sound, the key pronounced
onAUM till death”. If he meditates on onewithout lowering tongue or palate. D, the
syllable, he comes back to the world aft@ntire complex from the very root rolls to
death being enlightened by that. If anyori8€ end of sounding board of the mouth, and
meditates on two syllables, one is united is produced by the closing lips. If you
to the word.After death, he goes to theutter them in combination, you have to feel
world of moon and having enjoyed returnthe three states of consciousness all
back. He who meditates on all thregerginginto pure consciousness like waves

syllables, he is freed from all the sins asfnerging into ocean. This idea of
a snake is freed from its slough. actualization of meyer become¥edantic

contemplation. Many particulars that go

The three letters & UM represent through the idea sink in the mind and
the three states of our experience awak#issolve thereSravana Mananaand
dream and deep sleep respectivdlye Nidhinyasanaare the three steps to
world is there as long as the mind is therknowledge.

The mind is there as long as all the states

are there. Noble Laureate physicist James  Omis the seed mantra of all mantras
Clacks Maxwell, who gave his fourof the three worldshtmanand Brahman
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have four parts of which three parts are tifpineal) with warm coccyx through the

spheres of activity -awak&diswanarg, awakeningKundalini. They can also be

dream Tejasg and deep sleeg’fagng. visualized as linkingPranaandApana It

The fourth is intangible - beyond the rest. Hlso means mging of CNS intoANS

is all bliss -Turiya. AUM is considered through subduing the mind.

one with Brahmanas the word OM.

Vedanta upholds the doctrineSghotathe Only in the deep sleep "I" remains

essence of all name and form. Order is tll®rmant. In awake stage, "I" enters the

essence of inner external world. In the dream stage, what is

visualized is the creation of the mind - the

When one meditates deeply omprojection of "I" and it comes upon the

pranavain which all the worlds are heldconscious as ripples on the ocean and

together not merely as a reduction othey can veil the substance of the ocean

bountiful reality but as a whole universdtself. In the practiceSadhang the origin

itself recognizing it as OM is everythingof ego "I" is to be traced out. In deep sleep,

(Omkaramdam SarvamAUM represents the ego remains dormant as there is no sense

body, state of consciousness, universe aeaperience.

the different worlds. When you utter the

letterA, you open the mouth representing The tools for locating the atman are

creation and when you utter M you clossubtle internal organs mindM@nas,

the mouth in stopBindy, the dissolution) intellect Buddh), Chitta (feeling mind

and U, the link representing universe. Bodstuff) and Ahamkara(ego) through

observes, mind desires as alsappropriate reception, classification,

contemplates centering physical and mengvaluation and rejection of thoughts.

(outer and inner). Through contemplation in chitta, one can

get into perfection in contemplation to

Many thoughts \rittis) come and remember the existenc®dkt) or universal

go during the chanting of OMs they come consciousness with the "I'Sohan. By

and go, they come up on the innate "I" (egajiscovering theSakshi(witness), one

If is expanded, it becomes the universe.s$hould learn to differentiate betwegakshi

is like expanding the dimensionless poirgndSohanto consciousness.

(bindu) into concentric spheres engulfing

the boundless infinite. Universe, the other The power of mother natur84kt)

way is to reduce the entire infinite sphericalombines in herself and manifests through

existence to a poinB{ndu). One may think sun with aspect d¥litra - (Sanno Mitrasya

of expansion to infinite - convergence t&arunah). Gayatri has four qualities -

reality - crossing the layers to non-mattdreautiful Soundaryg, pure Swacha,

reality or linking the coolSahasrara acceptablegumukhpand easyJulabha.
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The power ofGayatriis centered in man(involution) are aspects of matter -
at heart (dorsal) in the form of 12-petalledonsciousness transformation.
lotus. Human body comes and is sustained

by the power of the sun. He belongs to all The primordial sound OM covers
the three worlds sSun is a healera” range of vibrations in the universe.

(colore-therapy), Sun is related tyibrations are generated in the world in

: : [ through mantra, word and
circulation of blood farthandg. It has various ways :

also a psychological nature. The power und,r;[hrougNama(narrr]]e)RuEa(form),
Rudra manifests through sun BRsidra roughPrana (Swarg, through gestures

Sakti It pervades through the whole bodggjger?\?aggﬂag?er’n?\;glrjnggn%o nggﬂgg}'%?
organism through the vibrations of 24 lette . . '
of Gayatricovering the 24 elements of th rana- inhalation and exhalation through
body. It covers dawn, mid-daylusk -the gestures, through prayers and various acts
Sandhyaperiods representing the thre&! which 10 are of fire, 12 of sun,16 of
aspects of fire Agni) - Garhparya Agni moon.

DakshinaAgni and AvavihaAgni. The God is in man - unrealisedll
process of conversion of subtle elemenégspects of the universe and reality are
to gross form (evolution) and the reversiagrained in him, in each of his cells. Only
of gross elements to subtle fornhe has to realize his divinity

LOSING GOD

Dr. Basudhara Roy*

Under the glazing, resplendent The initiation leaves a wound
surface of your bronze, yawning for ever

| sight flashes of human flesh, forin losing a god
vulnerable, bleeding, torn. much more than faith is lost.

Walled around the heart,

the infinity of the universe shrinks;
shrivels up like a walnut, silently
rotting from without to within.

* Assistant ProfesspDepartment of English,
Karim City College,Jamshedputharkhand
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TOWARDSA SPIRITUAL SADHANA: SRI AUROBINDO AND
THE MOTHER

Prof. M. Rajagopalachary*

SriAurobindo and the Mother arewritings have been so prolific that it is
the two great spiritual masters of the worldumanly impossible to assess their
in the twentieth century who practiced whajontribution to the spiritual elevation of
they preached besides Sri Ramakrishmgankind within any intellectual framework.
Paramahamsa, Swanviivekananda, The present study is, howeyer modest
Ramana Maharshi and Jiddttempt to understand the integral yoga of
Krishnmamoorthyto name a fesVhile Sri - Sri Aurobindo and the Mother with focus
Aurobindo had/asudeva Sakshatkara in then the significant role of the latter through
Alipore jail, the Mother had severala quick review of landmark events in her
mystical experiences including the visiofife.
of divine descent. Their spiritual
collaboration was a sort of confluence of Il
the best in the east and the west. It appediise teaching of SAurobindo stems from
both of them were predestined for a nobi@at of the ancient sages of India that there
purpose of spiritual rejuvenation of thés an eternal Self behind the appearances
humanity Their remarks about each othesf the universe. The entire creation is united
reveal their indispensability in this missionwith this One Self, but avidya or ignorance
Sri. Aurobindo: "The Mother's keeps one under the illusion that it is
consciousness and mine are the same, tgarate. Through yoga one can dispel this
one Divine Consciousness in two, becausikision and become aware of the true Self,
that is necessary for the playothing can the immanent Divinity There is an
be done without her knowledge and forcewvolutionary process by which the
without her consciousness-if anybody reallyonsciousness liberates itself from matter
feels her consciousness, he should kn®elf-impelled it evolves as life in the first
that | am there behind it and if he feels mgtep, then as mind, and as a spiritual and
itis the same with hers" (Skurobindo on supramental consciousness, and then
the Mother); the Mother: "Whout him, I towards Supermind and Spirit as the
exist not; without me, he is unmanifest” (Adlominant power in the conscious beiag.
Chronology of The Mother's Life). Theirthis stage alone there is the possibility of
the divine descent. ("SAurobindo's
* Prof. (Retd), Dept. of English, KakatiyaTeaching and Method &adhan&a95-97).

University, Warangal The process is long and arduous. In this
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discipline, the Master who has risen to watches and observes and finally controls
higher consciousness and being can beasfd changes the oth&he other way is to
great help not only by his teaching but alsdo everything for the Divine and for the
by his power to communicate his owiMother as if the Divine Force is doing them
experience to others ("SAurobindo's (Pandit).
Teaching and Method &adhan&a95-97). Aurobindo describes theapta
Sri Aurobindo calls his yoga the integrathatushtaya'seven quadrates as the stages
yoga. It does not require like the older patltd development in integral yoga. (Mpedia
to leave the earth to find thieguth or to on Integralvoga).They are--
seek spirituality in all parts of life. Thee Shanti(peace, calm), which consists of
central purpose of the integrgbga  samatha(calming of the mind)shanti
according to Surobindo is to transform  (peace),sukha(happiness), antasya
our ordinary human living into the life (Atmaprasada contentment of the
divine. The object of the Integrdoga is  Atman);
"to enter into and be possessed by theShakti(power), which consists of shakti
Divine Presence and Consciousness, to lovgthe power of the primordial energy),
the Divine for the Divine's sake alone, to virya (enegy, effort), daivi prakriti
be tuned in our nature into the nature of the(Divine Nature, primal force), and
Divine, and in our will and works and life sraddha (faith);
to be the instrument of the Divine" (Pandity. Vijnana(knowledge), which consists of
There is no set mental teaching or jnanam (knowledge),trikaladrsti
prescribed forms of meditation, mantras or (knowledge of past, present and future),
others to practice this yoga. One needs toashtasiddh{eight powers), anseamadhi
open up voluntarily to the Divine Power (absorption);
above us and its workings and its preseneeSharira (body), which consists of
in the heart "by faith, aspiration and arogyam(health)utthapanglevitation,
surrender” and rejection of all that is away being free from gravity and physical
from it. powers), saundaryam (beauty),
vividhananda(bliss);

The key-methods of theadhana ¢ Karma(divine work), which consists of
are-(i) the way to devotion and surrender Krishna (avatar o¥ishnu), Kali (the
without any ego, (ii) the way to knowledge- Goddess)kama (divine delight), and
"meditation in the head" to receive the Karma(divine action;
descent of peace of the higher consciousnes8rahma the realization oBrahman
till it envelops the whole being (iiyoga < Siddhi(realization), which consists of
by works-separating tifeurushafromthe  shuddhi  (purification), mukti
Prakriti, the inner silent being from the (liberation), bhukti (enjoyment), and
outer active one, so that one behind siddhi(realisation of yogic powers).
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Sri Aurobindo calls hisyoga an There is no difference between the
integral yoga because it is different fronMother's path and mine; we have and have
the traditional forms ofoga The reasons always had the same path, the path that leads
are many Firstly, it is different from the to the supramental change and the divine
traditional methods of yoga which seek thieealisation; not only at the end, but from
brahmananda as an experience beyond ttiie beginning they have been the same....
world and thus remain partial andrhere is one divine Force which acts in
incomplete. Secondlyt aims at achieving the universe and in the individual and is
perfection not only in the consciousness batso beyond the individual and the universe.
also in the Nature to become the Divin€he Mother stands for all these, but she is
Nature.Thirdly, all the powers of man-working here in the body to bring down
body, soul, mind, will and heart, becomeomething not yet expressed in this material
at once means to reach divinlBpurthly it world so as to transform life here -- it is so
is not confined to realizing the completéhat you should regard her as the Divine
divinity alone but also to bring down thisShaktiworking here for that purpose. She
divine power into our whole being tois that in the bodybut in her whole
transform our inner consciousness. Fifthlgonsciousness she is also identified with
it combines all the three paths wéga all the other aspects of the Divine.
karma, jnana and bhakti instead of
choosing one or the other (Purnachandra The Mother had an immense faith
Rao). in the divine task of SAurobindo: "What

Sri Aurobindo represents in the world's
Il history is not a teaching, not even a

Both SriAurobindo and the Mother revelation; it is a decisive action direct from
worked all their lives for the manifestatiorthe Supreme." (\dfds of the Mother 4). She
of a mode of consciousness beyond minfilads in SriAurobindo a life-time dbrt "to
which SriAurobindo named "Supermind“establish in himself this consciousness he
or "The Supramental”. It is supposed thatdalled supramental, and to help those
would result not only in a new speciegathered around him to realise it" with an
beyond Man, but also in a modification ofassurance of a divine future” (On Education
the whole terrestrial creation. Thell6). This can be ascribed to the Mother
transitional beings in the transitional phases well.
in between would be endowed with the
higher consciousness and prepare the way Y/
for the advent of the Supramental race. Sri The Mother was born as Blanche
Aurobindo speaks in eloquent terms abo®achel MirraAlfassa in Paris on 21
the Mother's role in this divine task: February 1878 as the second child of an

Egyptian mother andBurkish fatherShe
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was called the Mother by SAurobindo experiences to some extentéithem 29).
who considered her an incarnation of thehe period of 1896-1907 was a period of
Mother Divine A precocious child she hadcultivation of the vital being and aesthetic
many occult, inner experiences from earlgonsciousness. Her acquaintance with Louis
childhood on without knowing anythingThémanlys, the head of the Cosmic
about the subject. SAiurobindo afirms: Movement, a group started by Max Théon
"The Mother had been spiritually consciouat this stage, proves a turning point in her
from her youth, even from her childhoodife. She attends his speeches and becomes
upward and she had doS8adhanand had active in the group. Interested in spiritual
developed this knowledge very long beforéevelopment, she travels alonétgerian
she came to India" (SAurobindo on the city of Tlemcen to meet Max Théon and his
Mother 384). Right from the age of threevife Alma Théon twice in 1906 and 1907
she was "conscious" of "a Light and Forcd® practice and experiment in their house
from above penetrating her brain, andn their teachings (dkhem 37-67After
sometimes she was able to "wield thdier divorce with her first husband Henri
force to correct an injustice” (Awith whom she had a child, she participates
Chronology). She used to feel "a series af discussions with Budhists and other
psychic and spiritual experiences" whichosmic movement circles in Paris. The
revealed to her "not only the existence qferiod 1908-1914 remains one of “intensive
God but man's possibility of uniting withmental development” for her leading to the
Him..." (A Chronology)At the age thirteen realization of something luminous and true
or fourteen, she recalls, she dreamt ofteeyond the synthesis of all mental
dark figure whom she had never seen befdtrowledge (A Chronology). It is a matter
in real life. This she used to call Krishnaf coincidence that the year 1908 turns out
(Vrekhem 14). She used to dream that st® be a period of realization for Sri
went out of her body clad in golden robe&urobindo on which higfoga and his
and saw the distressed getting relief at tlspiritual philosophy are founded.

touch of her robes while an old man, silent

and still, was found dissolving into the In 1910 SriAurobindo arrives in
Divine after giving her all his knowledge Pondicherry his "cave ofTapasyd and
She recognizes him later as none but $regins his intense sadhana with Sri Krishna
Aurobindo himself. Though she turned aas his Master ofoga.The same year the
atheist for some time, she attains "Blother could see the Buddha in a bluish
conscious and constant union with thight standing besid@lexandra when he
divine Presence...all alonéAt this stage was giving a talk on Budhism. Between
she finds Rajaoga by SwanWivekananda 1911 and 1914 she meeétbdul Baha, son
and a translation of Bhagavad Gita iand successor of Baha Ullah, the founder
French helpful in explaining about hepofthe Bahaireligion, "who by his presence
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alone transmits spiritualitybut she could automatically there" (A Chronology).

not accept the beliefs of his sect. In 191

she marries Paul Richard who was also The Mother's meeting with Sri
interested in philosophy and theolody Aurobindo on 29th March 1914 in
was from him that she first hears of SiPondicherry is a significant landmark in the
Aurobindo. On May 7, 1912 she decidespiritual history of India. In the very first
to realize the higher planes of consciousneseeting, Mirra at once recognizes Sri
and unite with the Divine presence and "péturobindo as the mentor whom she used to
the earth in connection with one or more &ee in her earlier dreams and visions: "As
the fountains of universal force that are stiloon as | saw SAurobindo, | recognized
sealed to it" and to establish an ideah him the well-known being whom | used
society (AChronology). OnAugust 15, to call Krishna" (A Chronology). She feels
1912 SriAurobindo experiences "aasudden silence and blankness in presence
prolonged realization and dwelling inof SriAurobindo (fekhem 140-155). Sri
Parabrahmafor many hours". Later the Aurobindo is touched by her sense of self-
same year he proclaims his missiono "Tsurrender: "I have never seen anywhere a
re-explain theSanatana Dharma.from a self-surrender so absolute and unreserved”
new standpoint” that Sri Krishna has showfA Chronology). On July 21, 1914 the
him; "to establish yogisadhanavhich will Mother getsKundalini experience, a
not only liberate the soul, but prepare eolumn of light rising from the base of the
perfect humanity" with a view to restoringoody to the head and from there to the
India to her "proper place in the world" byuniverse above. In October she uses her
"means ofYoga"; to remodel society-tooccult force to subdue the savage Kali
make it "fit to contain™ a perfect humanitygloating over the impending destruction of
On November 7 1912 the Mother meets thHearis by the advancing German armies in
Sufi mystic and musician Hazrat Inayathe FirstWorld War. Sri Aurobindo
Khan who tells her that for the sufis thereecognises in her an embodiment of the
is "a state higher than that of adoration arttynamic expressive aspect of evolutionary
surrender to Divine", when the distinctiorcreative Force, known in India as the
between the Divine and oneself i&Supreme Mother' (The Mothek Brief
obliterated. On Dec 27 the same year sls&etch)After staying with SrAurobindo
hears for the first time OM chanted and seéx about eleven months, she had to leave
everything suddenly filled with "a goldenindia after the outbreak of the Fik&brld
vibrating light" that sets her body vibratingVar. In November 1915 she experiences
"in an extraordinary wayLater she says: complete identification of her physical
"That sound contains the vibrations ofonsciousness with the Divine. In response
thousands and thousands of years taf her letter describing her experience, Sri
spiritual aspiration...And the power isAurobindo interprets it as the union of the
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Earth of theVedaand Puranawith the miraculous."At Sri Aurobindo's bidding
Divine Principle. She meditates with Dishe dissolves it, for it was an Overmind
Okhawa Shumei, a Zen practitioner in Japameation, not the supramental. August

in 1916. In December 2016 she sees ahf28 the Mother meets and meditates with
hears the Buddha telling her that there is 8ri Ramana Maharshi's discipiasistha
her heart a diamond surrounded by gold€sanapati Muni who recognises in her an
light which carries a message for thexalted manifestation of the SupreStekti
distressed. During Jan-Feb 1919 she usasd composes Sanskrit verses on Ber
her occult power to destroy tAsuric being Aurobindo too says that the Mother has four
behind the countless deathsTiokyo due dimensions of personality endowed with
to Influenza epidemic. OApril 24, 1920 divine knowledge, divine force, divine
she arrives once again in Pondiche8ige harmony and divine perfection which we
experiences SAurobindo's aura while hercall Maheswari, Mahakali, Mahalakshmi
ship was several nautical miles awagnd Mahasaraswathi. In 1946 she feels the
(Questions andAnswers 223). Sri descent of the Divine Mother's Personality
Aurobindo feels as if theadhanaand the of Ananda indispensable for the
work were waiting for the Mother's comingransformation of the bodBut it could not

(A Chronology). SrAurobindo treats her act due to lack of the minimum requisite
of equal stature with him. receptivity in the vital and the physical.

November 24, 1926 was declared Under the Mother's tutelage for
asSiddhiday (victory day) as the Mothemearly fifty years, thAshram grows into a
and SriAurobindo claimed that Overmindhuge, multi-faceted spiritual community
Consciousness had manifested directly dfer writings, conversations, speeches,
earth allowing the possibility for Humanprayers, meditations and all her other
consciousness to be directly aware and hetivities turn it into a centre of a spiritual
in it. The same day when Skurobindo pilgrimage.When SriAurobindo passed
retired into seclusion, the Mother starts Saway in 1950, she feels that the supramental
AurobindoAshram with a few disciples asforce accumulated by SAurobindo
a centre of spirituabadhana Under her "passed from his body into mirfend | felt
spiritual guidance the sadhaks had to rendére friction of the passage. It was
selfless service taking up any of thextraordinary -- extraordinafy(Notes on
activities of theAshram they like. During the Way 328). She continued to feel his
1926-27 the Mother works out "a verypresence by her day and night. She reveals
brilliant creation...in extraordinary detail,to theAshramites that Surobindo had
with marvellous experiences, contacts witleft her the task of realizing the descent of
divine beings and all kinds ofdivinity upon the earth and its consequent
manifestations which are considerettansformation.
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The Mother establishes Srithe 13-volume workhe Agenda.Today
Aurobindo International Centre ofAuroville is managed by a foundation set
Education in 1952 to fulfil his mission toup by the Indian government.
provide a new kind of education for Indian
youth. The Mother believes "Humanity is The obvious purpose of Sri
not the last rung of the terrestrial creatiolurobindo and the Mother was to sow the
Evolution continues and man will beseeds of a new way of life founded on a
surpassed. Itis for each individual to knowigher consciousness and to embody and
whether he wants to participate in the advemtanifest upon earth this Divine
of this new species” (The Mothéx:Brief Consciousness, with theshram as the
Sketch). starting point. "It was her drive, her force,

February 29, 1956 was a er guidance that made things happen. From

important landmark in the history of théN€ Smallest insignificant detail to the
Ashram. That evening during the collectiv@”€7S€€ing of every aspect of maintaining
meditation the Mother declares the desce glab\shra;nr,] from mterfac(tjlng with thﬁ
of supramental consciousness. She revegitildren of the Centre of Education to the
she saw a live vast golden form obstructetPe"vising of the athletic competitions in
by a huge, heavy golden door and that sH&¢ SPOrts ground-she was there, fully
shattered it into pieces with a golde resent, to see that everything is raised to

hammer witnessing an incessant floodirj{ uémo_St perfection” (The MotheAn
of supramental light, consciousness angtroduction).

power down to the earth évikateswara

Rao 77-78). In her messages dated March The Mother reveals all
29 andApril 24 of 1956, she confirms ENcompassing humanism in her declaration

fulfillment of her promise. Hervoaaof that”l belong to no nation, no_ci.vilization,
P yog §o societyno race, but to the Divine. | obey

which continued for the next fifteen year§° master no ruley no law no social
with intense practical re”giousconventlon, but the Divindo Him | have

experiencesAuroville, an international surrendered aII,_WiII, life and self; for Him
township was built in 1968 as a yet widey @M réady to give all my blood, drop by

field for practical attempts to implement SiirOP: if such is His will, with complete joy;
Aurobindo's vision of new forms ofand nothing in His service can be sacrifice,

individual and collective life, preparing the al(ljis perfect deligbht" (Thel I\élo(tjheﬁtn h
way towards a brighter future for the wholdtroduction). It can be concluded that the
earth (wikipedia on Mirralfassa). The Viother remains a spiritual force to reckon
Mother leaves her body on 17th Novembdith all through her life with her
1973. The experiences of the last thirtgxperlr_nents with the integral yoga and its
years of the Mother's life were recorded if<ecution for the divine descent.
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ENGLISH AND MOTHER TONGUE

Dr. Chaganti Nagaraja Rad

In a recent meet graced by somgermany but not German language and
highly qualified men, certain speakerfience continued its teaching. Likewise,
expressed their anguish and agony that Wg/e for English and mastering English
are doing away with higher human anfhnguage and literature cannot be a mistake
ethical values in our mad pursuit of learningr despicable act. Indians launched a
of English language, and in our fascinatiostruggle against British rule for two
for English language we have becomeenturies but not against English language
uncertain of our values, our goals and our literature. Even eminent Indians openly
purposes. They even attributed all the eviigimitted the greatness of English education.
prevailing in our society to our imitationCould India have produced a globally
of western culture. One speaker eveaputed philosopher like Barvepalli
expressed his anguish that if the trer@adhakrishnan, an eminent Hindu religious
continues like this we will forget our motheghinker like SwamVivekananda, a great
tongue. The author is rather unable t@ader-cum-scholar and writer like
appreciate as to how learning a foreigfawaharlal Nehru or many other stalwarts
language or literature amounts to negleet India without English education? English
of one's mother tongue or despising onditerature forms one of the master pieces of
native literature and how it results irworld literature. It is in this vein that
erosion of ethical and human valuesurendranadh Banerjee admits in
Learning a foreign language only adds tgnequivocal terms that "English education
one's store of knowledge but does nefas produced a splendid galaxy of
suppress one's zeal and enthusiasm to ledistinguished men who have done
one's mother tongue or native literate. incalculable service to morals and manners,
the same time neglect of English does n@iho have ennobled the literature of their
amount to respect for one's native tongu@untry and made it a rich vehicle for the
or literature. When England was at war witBxpression of the noblest sentiments, of the
Germany there was a move to stop teachipgbst abstruse reasonings in philosophy and
German in England. But the King didn'science and of the varied and complicated
approve it since England was at war witfequirements of modern life&A's such he
suggests that "nothing should be done to
check the spread of that system of education
which has produced splendid results in the

* Senior Faculty Dr. MCRHRD Institute,
Hyderabad
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past and is fraught with infinite possibilitiesNill Durant, C.E.M. Joad, Bernard Shaw
of progress for future generations." and a splendid galaxy of men of letters.
Field Marshal K.M. Cariappa admonishes
India has no doubt a vassaying that "V& will be doing them (our
knowledge and has a lot to give to thehildren) a great disservice and generally
world. But even this knowledge can spreaalgreat harm to our country in the future, if
to the world only through English. That isve do not teach them this language from
why C.Rajagopalachari rightly questionghe early school days."Mahatma Gandhi
"Can anyone deny that English is thdreamed of creating one world government
window of modern knowledge as far ashere all countries live happily with no
India is concernedWe must keep it open,foreign dominationWill it be possible to
fully open, if we desire to maintain andachieve it without a common language? Can
improve our position in the world. Thethere be such a language other than the
place of English must continue to be whatlobally spoken English? That is why
it has been these 200 years in schoofSariappa says that "If we neglect the
colleges and offices. English is Goddesontinued study of English we will find it
Sarasvati's gift to us.” In the same v&in hard to keep up our rightful place in the
Lakshmana Swamy Mudaliar rightly puts itcommercial, intellectual, cultural,
that "English today is the language thamternational and economic world of today
makes it possible for Indians generally to
obtain a wealth of information and to make Jawaharlal Nehru opines that
their own contributions known to the'English today was the link between the
world," people of India and the rest of the world.
To throw away English would be to throw
There is no denying the fact thaaway the vast treasure of knowledge
English has been the eyes and ears of gmbodied in that language and lose
world for centuries. That is why Isaaknowledge forevefThe wealth of
Mathai rightly says: "If Sanskrit had anformation contained in works liKe/ill
glorious past, English had an equallipurant's Story of Civilization (10
glorious past, a more glorious present, anlumes),Pleasues of Philosophy and
still a more glorious future as the worldsreat Men of Literatug, Russell'sNew
language.” Hopes for a Changing ®vld and
Mysticism Logic and Other Essays,
Let's not, in the name of foolishC.E.M.Joad's Guide to Modern Thought etc
language fanaticism, deny to ourselves t®certainly not available in books in other
invaluable wealth of information in thelanguages, which Indians cannot deny to
works of world famous authors likethemselves. Besides the above, India has
William Shakespeare, Bertrand Russelhroduced an unusually large number of

TRIVENI APR. - JUN. 2019



29

world famous writers in English. TheEnglish language has its own unique
works  of  Jawaharlal Nehru,advantages. Besides improving one's
Dr.S.Radhakrishnan,.S.Naipaul (British knowledge of the world English introduces
born Indian),Raja Rao, R.K.Narayanus to a world of thought and fancy and brings
D.F.Karaka, Nayantara Sahgal et al formas in touch with master spirits past and
an integral part of English education ajpresent. English education enlarges our
over the country mind by helping us keep company with men
of high intellectual eminence of the world
As K.M.Munshirightly puts it, "V over. English education certainly widens
should not forget the value of English imur horizon and enlightens our spirAs
the immediate present, nor its importanceurendranadh Banerjee rightly puts it,
in shaping our future. English today is &English education is a precious boon
powerful unifying factor in our nationalwhich has come down to us as a heritage
life." English is the language of internationdrom the past.” That is why he stresses that
intercourse. It is impossible for us tdour most sacred concern to safeguard it
maintain the high level of our intellectuahgainst encroachment and limitation, and so
and scientific training and achievementransmit it, with its beneficent aura
without English. C.D.Deshmukh everundiminished, to those who, coming after
recommended taking steps to acquings, will bear our names."
adequate proficiency in English. No
eminent educationist of India can deny that English is undoubtedly the door to
English is the main gateway to enlargetthe world of success and to achieve success
learning.That is why B.&Xher declares in the world.Acquiring mastery over
that "Elimination of such an InternationaEnglish would not mean despising or
language which had bestowed so mudatenigrating one's mother tongue, nor does
benefit on India and contributed to heit mean severing one's connection with one's
progress would be ruinous.” culture, ideological roots and the essence
of one's identityOne need not learn English
English education gives us an edgenly at the cost of one's local ethos or one's
in social settings, a fact that none can demative language and culture.
It is not meant by this that mere ability to
speak fluent English with sonorous The spread of English provided
terminology that is beyond thethousands of opportunities for unique
comprehension of common people willearning and satisfactory employment.
elevate one's status when the speechMsistery over English language and its
devoid of content. Mere display ofusage will improve the chances for
scholarship never makes one great bathieving progress in many fields of human
certainly knowledge acquired througlendeavour Globalisation of economy
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necessitates the adoption of a commaussible for us to neglect it. But it has not
language for exchange of business amstbpped the growth of the native literature
conduct of international trade. English hasf any language. One can play one's role
a beauty of its own. It has produced one oh the stage of the world only through
the greatest literatures in the world. EnglisBnglish. English enabled "brain exchange"
is the worldwide medium ofand sharing of knowledge and experience
communicationAchieving proficiency in of countries. Hence"&/must adopt English
English is an investment in knowledge ands a lever for our multi-sided national
it is an intellectual capital gain. advancement.” (Frank Moraes).

English has already emerged as a The distance between countries is
global language and as such English is asnimised due to large scale migration of
much Indian as it is of England or opeople from country to country either for
America. "Today English is ours; with itseducation, business or politics or the like
aid we can ourselves travel throughout thehich converted the world into a global
world. It would, therefore, be criminal tovillage. English has swept the world's
ignore or neglect English in this country social, political, economic, physical and
(K.M.Munshi).But the spread of English invirtual space. "Development of our minds
all fields of activities in India has notwill be impossible without extensive and
resulted in the disappearance of any one&inforced resort to one of the most
native languages or cultures. The Britisadvanced languages of the world, that is,
ruled India for two centuries and transactdginglish,” as C.D.Deshmukh appropriately
official business only in English and thuguts it. Hence, a common language for the
English language had become so deewhole human race is required. That is
rooted in the Indian soil that it is notEnglish.

*kk

Little do we realise that health is as contagious as disease, virtue is as contagious as
vice, and cheerfulness as contagious as moroseness.
- SWaekananda

TRIVENI APR. - JUN. 2019



31

"KA VI SAARVA BHOUMA" Il : SRIP ADA

Prof. Tuttagunta Visweswara Rao*

Jayanti Be Sukutino childless. But the couple had no children
Rasa Siddhaah Kaveesvaraah for a long time. Somayajulu consulted a
Naasti ¥¥shaam ¥sah Kaaye saint who said that he should worship Naga
Jaraa - Maranajam Bhayam and Subrahmanya Garuda to beget children

and that the name of the deities should form
With their bodies of fame beingpart of the name of his children. The advice
devoid of fear of old age and death, persowss followed and the couple had two sons
with their earlier pious and good deedgjnd two daughters. The first born child was
great poets, being spiritually meritorioug@ boy and the parents named the boy
and adepts ofasaas will remain forever Garudachala Krushna Murthy Sastoyr
successful and become perpetually livingoet in question. When nearly two years
after their demise also. old, little Sastry miraculously escaped
death from a severe viral fever and lived
Poet Laureate Sripada Garudachatn to reach the second half of the next
Krushna Murthy Sastry of velanaati vaidikeentury!
family, the famous traditionalisti€elugu
poet, was born on 29-10-1866 in The young Sastry learnt Sanskrit
Gummaluru village in Narasapaluk, andTelugu in his school going age and hated
West Godavary DistricAndhra Pradesh. studying English as it was a foreign
His ancestors wer8iee \idyopaasaksof language though his father wanted him to
Stotreeyacult, and were famous adearn EnglishAfter his Upanayanam
counselling ministers. His fathafenkata (thread marriage) in his eighth ye&astry
Somayajulu acted as Dewan of the estdearnt kavyas dramas alankaras
of Kota Rama Bhupathi at Katavaram. H@kshanagrandhasetc. from eminent
had poetic talents and had knowledge 6tholars like Nagalinga Sastry and
astrology Subbanna Deekshitulu. The boy mastered
astrology samudrika sastra as also aswa
Sastry's father Somayajulu took &astrain which he became an adept. Sastry
second wife after his first wife diedwas also proficient in playing chess.

Sastry started writing poetry when
* \Writer, Rajamahendravaram he was only sixteen years old. He was

TRIVENI APR.-JUN. 2019



32

influenced by the works of the eminent podburths of his works were poetic and the
Kavi Sarva Bhouma Srinatha who livedest in prose, dramas etc. Fiatyavathi
in Rajahmundry for about ten years duringatha Savitri CharitraandChitra Sataka
Sastry's formative years. were produced by him in his early teens.
Gowthami Mahatyamand Kalidasa
Sastry's first wife whom heCharitra were written by him in his late
married in his eleventh year died childlesgens and many more works before he
and Sastry too¥enkata Ratnamamba as hiseached his twentieth year Sri
second wife and begot two daughters and/ankateswareyam\eera Rudra ayam,
son.As his literary pursuits could notPradyumnopakhyanaianee Sankaram
support his familyhe turned his attentionKala Bhashiniand other works when he
towards doing business and started sellimgas twenty years old. He wrote in all
tamarind and tobacco for his livelihood buiterary genres, satires, biographies, farces
he faced severe losses. Then he took up teewell as translations.
job of a Sanskrit pandit first in Pithapuram
school and later shifted to the Municipal His renderings ofRamayana
High School, Rajahmundrin 1899 Sastry Mahabharataand Bhagavathaminto
went to Madras and started a monthlJelugu verse are great translations of merit
Kalavathi and ran it successfully for tenand reveal his unique poetical capabilities.
years with grit and dedication. This journabastry was an adept in writisgesatanzas
won laurels for its literary and criticalin Telugu.
essays published by him.
He performedshtaadhanamand
After this journalistic stint in satavadhanamahich are intellectual and
Madras he returned to Rajahmundry and seemory exercises typical to tAelugu
up a printing press. He published classiciinguage which requires a keen, sharp and
works like Ghatikachala Mahatyanof an astounding memory on the part of the
Tenali Ramakrishn&ubhadra Parinayam person who performs thaadhanam
andKapila Go Samvadaiy Kuchimanchi Sastry visited many courts of different
Jagga kavi, a story of Mahabharata arestates, including a visit to Kasi where he
some philosophical books and works gierformed amshtavadhanamHe was
criticism. honoured by theamindarsand the rulers
of states for his intellectual acumen.
In his autobiography Sastry stated
that he had authored 225 worksTelugu A good turn which he did for
of which 42 were poetic works, 19 proseimself was his act of producing his works
works, 12 dramas, 5 Sanskrit works and print. He managed it by dedicating his
about 20 unpublished writings. Thred&ooks to zamindars and land lords and
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noted rich persons who helped in publishiritpe Poet Laureate of the State. The citizens
them. Some of his works are lost, som&f Rajahmundry honoured themselves by
others remained incomplete. Some of higonouring Sastry with gandapenderaimn
books have gone out of print or out of stock gold anklet.

and some are not traceable. He faced Hi diai lit tout
opposition from critics like Gidugu Rama IS prodigious iterary output,

Murthy Pantulu and others who UIOheIH1arve|ous and astonishing as it is, has
Wavaharika bhashdo the bookish and unfortunately eluded people's response and

conservative literary style in which Sastr nly a few interested readers have gone
rough his works completelA proper

wrote. But he remained an ‘'uncompromisin sessment and aoproach of the huge Mass
controversialist’. He was himself bp 9

Iexi.cographer in Sans_krit afelugu and Oégﬁﬁg?etgrzn%fa?]rfpzctlﬁygﬁoﬂg\{ﬁre gﬁglri]c
defned s uoneld i usages s i works s observed. There o need 0
vias & purst, he had s heat of ol a0 S e 1o 8 ebsie fr e
appreciated his staunchest critics. He w

a samadarsi who mingled with all agegenerations drelugu speaking people.

and groups. His residence was perpetually Sastry passed away peacefully on
visited by men of letters to whom he playegdgh pecember1960 in his 94 year His
host within his modest means. He was sh@jikth centenary was celebrated in October
tempered too which made Sri Bezawadgges by a Committee formed for the
Gopala Reddy remark that he wasishta purpose but the government of the State did
when he was seated avitswamitra when not come forward to take part in the
he stood up! celebrations. Sastry had expressed in his
o will and last testament that all the literary
. Sastry's literary career spread ov@4yrels and insignia he had received should
eighty years with the blessing of thgye handed over to tendhra University

goddess of learning, Saraswahi. In view @fhich was done as per his wish.
his poetic talents and excellence, the titles

of Andhra \almikiand Andhra \yasawere In the classical world oTelugu

conferred on him by the literary elite. Théiterature the first poet of eminence was
Andhra University conferred on him 'Kalasyinatha who was calledavi Sarva
Prapoorna’ (doctorate) in 1937. He washowma In modern times the tall and
mademaha mahopadhyaya 1937 by the stately looking poet with traditional
Viceroy and Governor General of India. IR|assical moorings and equally profound in
1938 the Government of India conferred ofyent and spirit, Sripada Krushna Murthy

him an honourarium of Rs.1500 ayé'dl’e .Sastry is the secorifavi Sarva Bhowma
Andhra Pradesh Government appointed hihich title he richly deserves.
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WATER: THE ELIXIR OF LIFE!

Bhavana S.Chari*

Isn'tit true and certain that, goingvhirlpools; landslides, from mountains, the
back in history 'Columbus’ discoveredthunder the lightning, floods with excess
"America" during the sea voyages in thef waters - drowning the populace, along

ship (vessels) through navigation and campgth its property! -A ‘calamity’, striking
to find that the "world" is after all round.|oss of life and belongings!'

We end our journey from where we begin!
The trenches, the marshes, the
The capitalist countries andmarooned islands, the lagoons, the islands,
colonial nations like Britain, France andhe deltas; the waters that flow through the
Portugal made their way to the lesghannels within the city of &nice' - which

developed nations, like India, many parisrovide the joy of water-riding in the form
of Africa, etc and ruled over them for severalf "Gondolas"!

years; and made it possible by starting with

'trade’ - exclusivelyby the navigational The 'marshes, mentioned by
route; oy for short, by the wateway!What Thomas Hardythe novelist and nature-
is it that sustains life in this unique plangbver of the sixteenth century - in his novels,
called "earth"? The waters, the rivers, thgased in EsseXyessex in England county
lakes, the oceans, which comprise almaséing a divine, nature - worshipp#&nith,
70% of the earth, the rest, with 30% formeghostly "water", as the essence in all his

by land, in its various aspects that makgescriptions and depictions of country and
the continents, the countries, the islands, etettage life!

"Water", indeed, a "beauty” in all Life is at its best, when we watch
its manifestations - the waves, the tides, thige various enjoyable picturesque scenes,
waterfalls, the oceans, the ripples, the rainsrcling around nature. The tranquil
the soft drizzles; the rainbowith its seven 'waters', reflecting the various shades of
hues; the far-off 'horizon' - where lang&unlight falling on them, creating glowing
imaginarily meets the sea! Sometimeand golden 'lustres’, sparkling above, the
hazardous also - causing hurricanesea-bed; the pebbles, the small-fry fishes;
the shallow bays, beneath the transparent
streams; making a picture-perfect scenario!
* Writer, Hyderabad Sometimes, frozen in paintings and
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canvasses, - sketched by popular painteraterial to add spice to food - also comes
and artistes, in the form of landscapes, &y evaporation of water from canals, bays
entire living of coconut and palm grovesand dugout pits, soil in-lays!
cornering the back waters - amidst lush,
green and grassy pastures, providing blithe The most common phenomenon,
surroundings - a 'haven’ for folks and @hich occurs from 'water’, is the water-
tourist's fascination and paradise! cycle, which keeps the process going and
the months and seasons to pass, by the hide
Farming, agriculture, cultivation,and seek of sunlight and darkne&sd by
carried on in villages amidst fields, lushthe play of light and shadowalternatively
green crops; orchards of mangoes, oranges,the surface of earth, repeatedly from time
grapes, guavas and sugarcane - usedtbytime, which induces the 'clock’ to tick,
farmers and rural folk for irrigation; all inthroughout the yeawithout cessation!
all, only thrive on water letting water down
from pumps, motors, sprinklers, canals, into Isn't it a basic realityan infinite
tilled soil in the fields, which form primarily truth? - That there is no life without
the granary of the nation, feeding the larg&W/ATER'! In fact, the very survival and
urban and rural population! existence of 'mankind’, depends directly and
entirely on 'water’; and its sources, in
Among the urban population, the furseveral forms! Life cannot sustain without
and frolic of water-sports, serve as a majavater!
source of entertainment and also provide
healthy competition among the participants, Just think! "All the world is one
indulging in them like, canoeing; waterfamily - this dictum, can prove honest, fully
skiing. Boat races in coastal areas. yachtinggcause, the whole world, connects with
swimming, diving, fishing - to name a fewone anotheronly by water and sailing
- and manyand many more! across, between country to country; nation
to nation, continent to continent and so on!
'Water' is also a compulsory
ingredient in all foods, beverages, drinks, The 'monsoon’, the nomenclature for
fond recipes and stuffs and articles fahe season of rains - relives fantasy when
consumption! The human body consists @buples unite and cuddle up among shady
70% of watey without which a personbowers; getting wet under the rains - which
would perish! is indeed a romantic sight to watch!

Water is also used to dilute liquids Even at the pilgrimage centres and

in concentrated Saline Stuffs and aeratetties cropping up in and around rivers and
things! 'Salt', which is the most necessagpastal plains, the pilgrims, compulsorily
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take a holy dip in the sacred waters to washys - "Men may comé@&nd Men may Go!
off their sins and become twice blessedbut the 'Brook’' goes on forever! Which
from having visited these spiritual sites! means "Man is mortal! But the waters of
the flowing Brook is incessant and
"Aqua"! - the magnificent word perennial.
which, in itself, conjures up images of
warm sunshine, causing ripples of reflection
on the waves of seas and oceans; the entire  As the ice-belts in the polar zones
marine life - depending and thriving inare melting due to the phenomenon of
totality on them, which happens to be &lobal-Warming", there is the factor of
God's miracle! risk of extinction of the human species as
well as the multitudinous plant and animal
When reminded about "water"species all over the world, with their
there is one such poem, written by a knowexistence in deep peril. Therefore, let us
author we can recall - who while talkingsave our planet from such a quagmire and
about the "Brook”, needs a mention, whicbalamity SavéNater! Save Life!

*xk

PIANO-WRITING

Supratik Sen*
Two soft roads break by the brook | stilld imagine anything, pain was also fun,
know Flirt with the moon, gold-dig with the sun.
As a child I'd wonder as to where they'd
go; The twin roads are full of flowers,
Stories of the place, about the lines th¥fith precious jewels, rivulets;
went, Unheard birds and fruits,

| could feel even noytheir sound and theirTrees breezing leaves, hanging nests.
scent.

Every bit of the joint is vivid and clear
Not a public place but I'd call it tavern, It's hidden in the map of my mind,;
| could hear it speak to me, althoughcame running in my form to see it from
taciturn; near
Outside of me, | could never ever find.

* Multilingual Poet-Wtiter-Editor, Kolkata
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THE POETICS OF STATUES

Dr. A. Raghu Kumar*

Men construct huge structures, makéonstructed to celebrate the Rhode's victory
endowments, inscribe their names odver the Cyprus, it was said to be
monuments, create memorials, demonstrapproximately 70 cubits or 33 meters (108
their authority with seals imprinted withfeet) high, almost the height of the present
their images, consecrate statues and therelay Satue of Liberty Erected by Charles
long for permanence. Such an urge of tied Lindos in 280 BC, it collapsed during
erstwhile kings, conquerors, militaryan earth quake of 226 BC. Parts of it are
generals had always been reflected in tieserved, though never rebuilt; it stands
statues they themselves got erected or whasa big question to the endeavors of men
their disciples had done so to prove the@r their ideas of permanency!
allegiance to the authorityThere are Butmy Satue of Libertysays Lazarus:
statues installed by democratic
governments too, to celebrate an occasidNot like the brazen giant of Greek Fame,
or remember a person. The Statue ¥Yith conquering limbs astride from land to
Liberty standing as guard at the entrance lahd;

New York Harbor on Liberty Island is aHere at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall
gift from France to commemorate the T00stand

year of signing of the Declaration ofA mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Independence of USA. A symbol of Istheimprisoned lightning, and her name
democracyit's also a colossal neoclassicaflother of Exiles. ..."

structure.
Thus describes Lazarus the Statue

But, this well known statue has a®f Liberty as the mother of exiles, and as
inscription on its citadel, a sonnet writteistinguishable from the Colossus of
by Emma Lazarus (1849-1887), "The Newhodes. While Colossus of Rhodes stood
Colossus". Considered as one of the findst ancient Greek and Roman civilizations
pieces of sonnets in English literature, &and for exhibition of poweauthority and
compares the Statue of Liberty with th&ictory in a waythe Satue of Libertysays
Colossus of Rhodes, one of the sevds@zarus, stands for compassion, an inviting
wonders of theAncient World. The Mother of Exiles!

Colossus of Rhodes no longer exists.
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied
* Advocate, Hyderabad Pomp!" cries she
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With silent lips. "Give me your tired, Unity, a new colossal image, bigger than
your poor his mentor in the very land of the mentor
Your huddled masses yearning to 182 meters high, on the river island
breathe free, constructed by a Multinational Company
The wretched refuse of your teeming shokdousing within his steel frame of reinforced
Send these, the homeless, concrete and bronze cladding an exhibition,
tempest-tossed to me, garden and museum, and with all the

I lift my lamp beside the golden door! " potential of inviting thousands of tourists,
lo! He is our Sardar! Challenging many
Yet the question that lingers in théncluding the Springemple Buddha and
mind of any liberal today is: "Is she novthe Father of the Nation, he occupies now
the same Libertythe personification of more than two hectares of land, which
liberty as Lazarus so passionately praisegfobably he might not have ever ventured
When the inviting golden doors are shut ttm occupy while alive!

millions of immigrants and asylum seekers, ) .
g y There is another statue, which also

exiles and destitute in the name of "AmericaiOO d for power and authorithe statue of

first", the first of the first colonizers, and® : ; di h .
when walls are erected with the neighborinfgdYPtian King Ozymandias. The Egyptian
ng was a villainous pharaoh who

States, is she the same Lady of Liberty w iaved th . Heb 4 wh
cried "Keep ancient lands, your storie§ns'aved the ancient Hebrews and who
oses led to the Exodus. In the night in

pomp!" and invited those tired, poor and"". o : .

huddled masses yearning to breathe fre Bich, at midnight, the first born were slain,

Time has erased the luster of even the claifis<°dus12.29) Pharaoh urged the departure
the Israelites. God used Moses to save

of Lazarus! Oras history demonstrated ti is people from Bondage in Egypt for 400
and again - today's heroes are tomorron]undreol years. B. Shelley (1792-1822).

rants. : )
y in "Ozymandias" reveals the nature and state

There are plenty of statues, and théﬂf the statue.

stand higher and higheThe Sphinx and *| met a traveler from an antique land

the Great Pyram|d stand far taller than tI’Who said: "Tvo vast and trunkless |egs of
Statue of Liberty Competitive devoteessigne

clamor for talley stronger higher idols to stand in the desert ... Near them,
consecrate their Gods, Kings and Gurugp the stand,

owned or appropriated. Now the ancienigalf sunk, a shattered visage lies,

are also in the race of surpassing all thatjgose frown,

tall in the world. Sardarone of the and wrinkled lip, and sneer of
triumvirate of the freedom struggle withsold command,

Gandhi and Nehru, stands as the Statue of
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And on the pedestal these words appeafThou shalt remain, in midst of other woe
'My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings: Than ours, a friend to man,
Look on my works, ye Mightyand despair!" to whom thou say'st,
Nothing beside remains. Round the deca{Beauty is truth, truth beautythat is all
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bawe know on earth, and all ye need to kriow
The lone and level sands stretch far aivay
The earth is limited and as well the

Ozymandias, the ancient Egyptiafife. But the beauty of art transcends the
King, now known as Ramesses I, regardesne and space constrainté\ life gets
as the greatest and the most powerfulhmortalized by art. In one of the best
Egyptian pharaoh, now stands as 'two vagéscriptions of a noble person our ancient
and trunkless legs of stone’, conveying tteage-poet and grammarian, Bhirtruhari,
ephemeral nature of human pursuits, withrites:
the civilizations themselves disappearingeyurani na bhushayanti purusham
into a whisper PB. Shelley and John Keatshara na chandsjjwalah
were contemporaries. Here is a responsS&a snanam na vilepanam na
to Shelley from Keats (1795-1821)@de Kusuman naalanka mudhajah
on a Gecian Urn describingTime's Vaanyeka samalankorati pusham
irrelevance to the physical and materia¥a samskia dharyate
with a suggestion that it is the art that is afsheeyante Khalu bushanani
anti-dote to this impermanence. The a8atatam vagbhusanam bhusanam
on the Grecian Urn, a decorative pot from [Anklets, bracelets, necklaces,
ancient Greece, survives the test of timbath, smearing of sandal or vibhuti, or
Empires, emperors, civilizations andvearing flowers and garlands, or well
cultures appearand again disappeamdressed hair - do not add to the value of a
traceless into the history but the piece @fue man. Only the words uttered, rendered
art remains. with culture, adds to the beauty of a noble

man. All that glittering ornaments vanish,

"Thou still unravish'd bride of quietness, and what remains is the beauty of the words
Thou foster-child of silence and slow timespoken.]

What men or gods are these? Yet again, Sankara, thevaitin, says in
What maidens loth? Bhaja Govindam:

What mad pursuit? What struggle to escapbda kuru dhana jana yavvana garvam
What pipes and timbrels! Dahati nimesha kaala sarvam

What wild ecstasy?
...... We remember Sardar as one of the
When old age shall this generation wasteyreatest freedom fighters, as the man with
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absolute integrityhonesty and sincerity -not without. We want to remember Patel
of purpose and action, as the greateass one along with our Father of the Nation,
adherent to his leader Gandhi, as thMahatma Gandhi, as one in that triumvirate
comrade-in-arms with Nehru, and manyGandhi, Patel and Nehru - who constituted
more freedom fighters, as a satyagrahi af formidable force in that anti-colonial
highest ordefand as the Iron Man with ironstruggle, the Indian freedom struggle, it
grit to unify the nation and as a man witprobablyis one of the best human struggles
great humility who spoke less, and did mor&r freedom and liberation in the world
He is one of the tallest figures of moderhistory!

Indian history His greatness is within and

AZIMUTH
Gopal Lahiri*

The grey sparrows fly straight down th&here are times when we listen to

muddy Bank Someone else,

Into the water bodies. Carry the burden as if the arteries speak gently in whispers
The evening sun dipped at its lowest  as if they have learned something
Azimuth and drift from the orange splashed skies.

Over the skyscrapers behind Shivaji Park.

When | walk out, the sun slid away

The evening has no depth or height

The blank eyes of the night
* Blllngual poet, writer editor, critic and Surveying the houses and streets
translator Mumbai bring only scream and laughter
*kk
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WHEN DREAMS TRAVEL

N. Satish Kumar*

_ThenoveWhen Dream3ravel by nersonified in the character of Shahryar
Githa Hariharan is written in the form of 845 inaran breaks away from the original
meta narrative-a narrative about a narratiMgarsion of the tales to present Shahrzad not
Exploring the context and the text qvfi a trickster hero, but as a victim who
TheThousand and One Nights, Harihargjlyices her own unique way to counter
produces a meta text which examines tala%triarchy While Shahryar signifies
story of Shahrzad and Shahryar from &l essjve patriarchy and Shahrzad, the
aspects- especially the post colonial andariess and wily femininity; it is the
feminist. Not only does Hariharan dissecyqtchy Dunyazad whom Hariharan makes
the plot and characters in the old myth, shge herpine of her subverted version.
uses the raw material of the old myth 15 riharan herself reveals that When
create @ modern-myth deviating boldly frorgy e amstravel is the story of Dunyazad-
the original misogynist approach of the orI&Ie woman who lies hidden behind the

text and using it to examine gender Vis-&adow of her illustrious sister Shahrzad:
vis power politics. Hariharan subverts

tradition and reinvents incidents and offers | think it would be more accurate

alternative women characters to show thqg say that while Scheherazade is centre

inner strength, deviousness and fortitude Hage, as woman or storyteller or savjour
a patriarchal world. Dunyazad, the silent accomplice, occupies

. a part of the stage that is almost unlit. It is
From the outset, Hariharan mak?ways this mysterious, unknown corner of

it clear that she will take the reader behi story that sets the writer going. It was
the curtain to show them what the ongingy nyazad's position as the unheard younger
text of The Thousand and One Night§igier the yearning, questioning foliower

misses out or ignores as insignificant. Shigich allowed me to step into the story as
recreates 'her-stories' of the women w writer (TheTelegraph)

have become pawns or victims at the hands
of the oppressive patriarchal system Joana Filipa da Silva in her

doctoral thesis titled Micro-universes and
Situated Critical Theory: Postcolonial and
Feminist Dialogues in a Comparative Study
of Indo-English and Lusophori&omen

* Research ScholabDepartment Of English,
Andhra UniversityVisakhapatnam.
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Writers, points out that Hariharan hasemarkable achievement. It appears that the
attempted to provide alternative ideas arshifty Dunyazad has finally found her true
vision for the possibilities of theidentity as a fearless woman who knows
development of a woman's potential. Daow to negotiate her terms in a patriarchal
Silva says: world. The journey undertaken by Dunyazad
aims at knowing the cause of her sister
...Feminist writing can be lessShahrzad's sudden demise. Dunyazad is
concerned with identifying the mechanicaow a widowsince her husband Shahzaman
of local patriarchies than with the searctlied a mysterious death. Dunyazad's matter-
for alternative ideas and projects foof-factness about her widowhood gives a
women. If, would one wonder from the poinglimpse into the liberated psyche of a
of view of sexual difference theoriesmodern woman who doesn't lose her
women had ever been allowed to have thadentity after her husband's death, but rather
way in terms of power and sociabrows out stronger and freer to achieve her
reoiganization what would they dé®other personal goals that had been laid aside for
way to go around the perspectivethe sake of marital duties. The widow
advocated by sexual difference theoridBunyazad is far removed from the
could be phrased as "how will liberatedtereotyped image of a widow reduced to
women be?" How can she be different from shadow of her former self after the death
the domestic version created by patriarchy? the husband.
| think this set of theoretical questions is
relevant to present the last text ... because Dunyazad's mission is to know
When Dream3ravel really answered somemore about her sister's death and avenge
of these questions in a very creative arter death if need be. She constantly
intelligent way remembers, hovas children, Shahrzad and
she played the game called The Martyr's
Hariharan's Dunyazad starts fronwalk. Living in the shadow of sultan
the point of being a character lurking in th&hahryar's cruel game of marrying a virgin
background of the tales. Hariharan graftsevery night and killing her in the morning
new invented plot taking the old story fasthad made the two sisters conscious of their
forwarding fifteen to twenty years after thg@otential roles in the politics of the city
time the original plot comes to an endShahabad. Dunyazad remembers how
Dunyazad re-enters the deconstructed p®hahrzad, even as child, intended to come
disguised as a man leading her caravan frauat of the walk alive. Her desire, almost
her home Samarkand to Shahabad, Sultaordering on greed, was to somehow come
Shahryar's capital. The metamorphosis otit alive. Dunyazad, on the other hand
a subdued Dunyazad into a bold anglayed the regular martyr almost inviting
determined middle-aged woman is death to embrace hebunyazad, who
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knows her sister and brother-in-law topalatable to all women, but her attempt
well; tied integrally as she was one of thalmost provides an answer to the queens
vertices of the much known triangle in thé&anguishing in lonely existence even as the
plot of The Thousand and One Nightan kings frolic with other women. The queens
make a conjecture that a woman so muchiimdulging in adulterous relationships with
love with life could not have died a suddetheir male servants might be carrying the
quick death. It is this point, she contesggotential situation for the rise of other
with herself while in Shahabad. gruesome and horrific tales liKEhe
Thousand and One NightSunyazad and
Dunyazad plays the role of a femal®ilshad are two women seared by their
avenger of her sisteBy becoming an ally experiences of patriarchy which has treated
to Shahryar's son Umashe succeeds inthem as pawns in their power-games. They
toppling Shahryar and bringing about hiknow patriarchy too well to look for a
imprisonment inside the same monumesblution within its confined spaces.
that Shahryar is building in the memory offariharan gives them the option of creating
his beloved dead wife. It is the slave gik new order of their own-a circle of love
Dilshad who motivates Dunyazad tavhere male hegemonwlong with its
become an ally to Umar's coup-d'étabppression, cannot enter
Having accomplished her mission,
Dunyazad is free to go back to Samarkand ~ Joana Filipa da Silva contrasts the
or any other place. She has brought the steftory telling of seven days and nights with
of The Thousand and One nights its  that of the story telling of the thousand and
logical conclusion by making sultanone nights and emphasises the subversive

Shahryar understand what it is to bglement of the former in her words:
confined by walls, what it is to live life

under constant fear and what it is to be In the Arab collection

powerless and upon another's merc¥cneherazade tells her tales to save her life
Breaking the accepted norms ofang other women's lives) by entertaining
heterosexual relationship, Dunyazad takégr hysband, the sultan. In Harihran's
the slave girl Dilshad as her lov&he finds ,qrsion (Part-1) two women, who are
herself liberated in the company of anoth%vers’ tell each other stories, one tale
woman instead of searching for angwers the others', for seven days and
heterosexual option for her bodilyseyen nights. The victim's position of
loneliness. In rejecting male companyincess is replaced by companion love in
Dunyazad offers an alternative to Womeghe re-written anthologyfor Dilshad and

who feel stifled and oppressed by the onlynyazad are the active story-tellers in this
option of a heterosexual relationship. Thgg sion.

solution that Dunyazad offers may not be
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Dunyazad and Dilshad play theithinks that if she and Shahrzad had done
own version of The Thousand and Onghat, they would have been rid of the
Nights. Not stretching it to the length of threeppression of the sultaiVith her own
years, they settle for a period of seven daligsband, Dunyazad has dealt swiftly and
and nights in an interlude of love-makinggisposed him off in cold blood. Dunyazad's
storytelling and liberating the ghosts of theiblunt, though effective, act might not be
pasts in an attempt to search for the reaproved of her father or even by Shahrzad.
Shahrzad. Dunyazad's and Dilshad's stori€ke image of an aggressive woman in
reveal themselves. Dunyazad's story titlggbssession of herself and tackling
The Adventures of a Sultan reveals howatriarchy with its own instruments is a
Dunyazad was forced to kill her owrfresh and welcome change from the
husband, Shahzaman, for the welfare of tpewerless dreams of lesser mortals. Not
people. The rumour was that the sultan hadly is Hariharan's Dunyazad a woman of
gone missing, where after Dunyazad pugtion, she also is a woman of letters. It is
up her step-son as the minor sultan and rulese who has written the first version of
on his behalf as his regent: Shahrzad's thousand and one tales in letters
of gold. In her role as Shahrzad's scribe,

unyazad plays a leading role in preserving
he heritage of the story teller Shahrzad.

... Dunyazad has acted swiftiy
league; it is said, with a powerful an
discontented general in the royal retinkie.
boy on the throne, a ruler in the harem, a
silent inhibited army; and the cjtymping  5\vn 1

back to life, remains surprisingly calmeq \, qétat and her newly attained freedom.
Though an occasional whisper linkgyen quring the initial stages, Dilshad is
Dunyazad to the Sultan's disappearance, B oqinary slave girl. She is intelligent,
one voice is raised; nor is there any sign @hernrising and somewhat cynical towards
the agitation that usually accompanies e male rulers. Her presence disturbs yet
sudden transfer of poweFhough no one o4 ts punyazad. Dilshad's boyish features
says itin so many words, the city seems gﬁd the grotesque hairy patch on her cheek
have turned, brieflyinto the queen’s ally g5 strange desire in Dunyazad's heart.
(198,199) Dilshad skilfully makes Dunyazad ally with

Dunyazad emerges as a powerflymar for deposing Shahryeﬁhe mfo_rms
matriarch. Her agency can be clearlymar about the right opportunity of
understood through the above lines. She h&secuting his plan when Dunyazad and she
unlike her sister Shahrzad, learned to taclkdé€ accompanying sultan Shahryar on a visit
violence with violence. Dunyazad stilto the beautiful marble mausoleuAs a
wishes that she had killed Shahryar witfeward, Dilshad wants the written version
her dagger the night Umar was born. St Shahrzad's tales.

Dilshad, the slave girl, finds her
ue identity in the whirlwind of the
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Dilshad represents the oppressedo surprising in the postcolonial feminist
post colonial womanhood bearing theontext where power is preferred to
double burden of being the colonizednaterial possessions. It was Shahrzad who
oppressed by the colonizer as also a womiaught Dilshad reading and writing. It was
oppressed by the male-dominatethe prophetic Satyasama who told her
patriarchy She symbolizes the gdafing stories. The ability of using language and
public of the kingdom forced into laboringmyth gives a new confidence to Dilshad.
for the sultan's fantastic dream of a beautif@he is a free-woman nofkee to write 'her
white marble mausoleum as a mark of hi&ories'. Dilshad would write about the
love for his dead wifeTo Shahryar's exploitation of the common people by
fanciful question " What colour is a dream?patriarchy:

Dishad answe s cross dueston Mol Shalvzad th hero of he origina
a man's back?" Dilshad init%afes Dunyaz _es,_has b_ecome a myth and a reference
into Shahrzad's world as the sultana of t ntin Hariharan'gVhen Deams Tavel,
kingdom. Dunyazad finds some consolati €IS the sultana, "chaste.and tender".She
from the i‘act that a young storyteller namgﬁI S achleved'martyrdom without dyinfgt
Abdullah entertained a lonely Shahrzafiﬁe walks Wlth heavy steps towards her
Dilshad had to undergo countless sufferi famber as if her real trial has begun after
before she could rise to the status of tn[ﬂe end of the nights. The martyr and sultana
personal attendant of queen Shahrz @ ems to have lost her calling. In her role

. $ sultana, Shahrzad resembles an
Having seen her from close quarters

; S ntelligent woman caught in an absurd role
Dilshad adores Qnd |doI_|ses Shahrzad. .Hﬁﬁe cannot playA glimpse of the witty
personal dream is to write her own versi

9%hahrzad, howevaemains in Dunyazad's

of the tales . Dilshad has a love for lea.rr."ngnemory Shahrzad, the brilliant strategist
She is, in this sense, the true spiritual d executor can be seen in action in

descendant and successor of Shahrzad. u%yazad's tale Rowing a Floating Island

not only receives the original texts o he emerges as an idealist who would n(;t

?er\:\?mé?gt)sotc?llisf’robmmtr?lest?eiasrl?rs to ste 1w Dunyazad to bring about Shahryar's
y end through his own weapon-violence.

Instead, she uses her wily tongue and

. D'!Shad 'a_lso stands for an avera (Fnagination to bring about a "peaceful
muslim girl aspiring for knowledge amids evolution”. In the process, she not only

Fhe sea of ignora_nce._The new sul'gan Umg ves her own life but also that of the
is so pleased with Dilshad's services thg ming generation of women

he could give her anything she wants. Tha
a poor girl like her would choose books She fought for her own head. For it
over money property or jewellery is notto escape, to be saved. How are these girls
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to know?That while she fought furiously faces as she meets the people from her past.
mounted and rode her words with a lifefogether with Dilshad, she breaks free of
and-death desperation, that she alreadgr gendered destiny and sets out on a
carried their souls within hethe seeds of lesbian journey where there is no
her descendents. ... She sees her past, tleaiploitation but only love and
futures curving one into the otharcircle companionship.
with no beginning or end. (275,276)
Dilshad gets a new identity at the
Each-Shahrzad, Dunyazad andnd of the novel when she becomes a free
Dilshad- ultimately discovers her identitywoman. Using her wit, courage, common
as a free woman who can take her owsense, tact and presence of mind, she is able
decisions and will no more be oppressdd subvert the old order and establish the
by the patriarchal hegemanghahrzad, a new regime of a thoughtful and frugal Umar
woman of substance, knows from the veilshad represents marginalized femininity
beginning that she will have to survive fotaking on the forces of patriarchyith
herself and the coming generations dfeedom and knowledge, she attempts to
women. Like a trickster hero, she keepsrite a new story of a liberated woman.
death at bay and ultimately succeeds in
making Shahryar mend his prejudice The three women present the three
towards women. She had never beeunutes via which modern woman can regain
gendered despite her femininitghe is her true identity: by tricking patriarchy a
neither sentimental nor sacrificing nor evesurvival tactic; by overcoming patriarghy
complaining at her plight. Even wherthrough force, as a retaliatory tactic; and
delivering her bahyshe puts her own life by writing 'her-stories' as a subversive
before that of the child in her womb. Whetactic, instead of playing a silent role in
the thousand and one nights are over ahitory As Joana Filipa da Silva sums up :
she is sent to her queen's chamisée
actively participates in the task of the ruling Modern myths, like Shahrzad's, are
over the country part of popular culture, of our collective
cultural heritage, and can work as a
Dunyazad, the silent wispypowerful mechanism to understand the real
presence in the original version has beem interpret experience. This is not to say
transformed by Hariharan as a powerfuhat myths are, always, openly pedagogic.
woman. Of the three-Shahrzad, Dunyazad
and Dilshad-it is Dunyazad whose They are complex narratives,
personality towers above all in Hariharanambiguous and multi-layered, allowing
When Deams Tavel. Her swift action and diverse interpretations. Still, they transmit
courage compensate for the doubts that slie objective model of behaviour and
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promote certain values or attitudescreated by Hariharan are serious candidates
Shahrzad is an example of a positivi® think new forms of liberated feminist
reformulation of feminine/feministidentity, a long patterns of resistance,
identities, reversing the traditional victimsurvival, imaginative choices and
status of women to a position ofolidarity, leading to unexpected life
empowerment, even in the most adverstories.

circumstances. ... the women characters

CLOCK TOWER-VIZIANAGARAM

A. Mahesh Kumar*

Strong standing glory Decorated Life's charm
Here is its short story In its centre as an alarm
Those silent dayg;ime Consistence its rule
Steals people's lifetime Shunnedime's misrule
Know not how it moves Four sirens a day

and flies Alarms people far away
Born theTower of Time

From the king's sublime A proud piece of the town

A symbol of people's crown
Measurable its height
* Assistant ProfesspDept. of English and Memorable its sight

Humanities, MVGR College of Engineering, Short is its story
Vizianagaram Of a Long Culture's Glory
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ANIL K. SHARMA GIVES NEW DIMENSION TO INDIAN
ENGLISH POETRY

Dr. J.Bhagyalakshmi*

The Pilgrimageby Anil K.Sharma, two sections. The first comprises the
editor of "Contemporaryibes" is not a poems of passions and compassion and
mere book of poems. It is one of thosgispassion. The second has in its ambit, the
books to be chewed and digested in thglindfulness' of the great souls who
words of Francis Bacon. inspired millions and shall continue to do

so in future. | have with all humility

Many stalwarts have already readttempted to go beneath the great minds that
and expressed their valuable opinions amgilled the beans of their thoughts through
poetic thoughts which are also included iritings, actions and sacrifices that have
the volumeYet no thoughts are exhaustiveemained shrouded in mystery since long"
and no opinions are the last words whenThat is that. How else can anyone express
comes to appreciation of poetry that welleir opinion better? Still there is scope.
up from the depths of a poet's heart. ~ Having written the poet's or writer's role

ends. What impact the message has is

At the outset one cannot help buompletely in the domain of the reader
remember John BunyanBilgrim's That is why so many reviews,
Progress Not that there is anything commointerpretations and revelations take place.
between these two except a thread ¥kt we value poet's own expression about
spirituality that manifests in one of thehis own work. Thus the Section One is
sections of the present volume. Johemotive and evocativeThe Sectiomwo
Bunyan's is complete spiritual odyssBye is "intellectual exercise in poetics of
Pilgrimage has much more to offer whickhought".
touches many aspects of life.

Be that as it may we readers will

In the Preface itself the poet saygenture out on our own pilgrimage. The very
that his heart's throbbing with intenserst poem,The Pilgrimagecaptures our
feelings resulted in the book. "The preseattention. It defines dualism in a novel way
collection of poems has been divided into
Let me not fall prey to the duel of

* Poet, Writer, Madanapalli dualism
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Double talk - double cross - double mindPragmatic truth lays buried
The whole poem is iconoclastic blazing lik®©eep in earth,

wild fire. To be exhumed by rationality
Whenever my clans took pilgrimage, Of mindfulness,

History brought commotions - carnages Lightning does the enlightening
After such a pilgrimage with entourage, Of human mind

| throw challenges to my foes acrosis bért'r'éiii of iniversal truth

oceans, o on the wall is d
Bring revolutions and depositiongyailed on the wall is dear to me,
everywhere, So | meditate on the holy saying -

Put panic - terrodisturbances all around ASato Ma Sadgamaya

As the poet says, everything should

Towards the end we feel calm aftepe washed, cleaned and refreshed.
the storm.

O, Pilgrim, Let there be stormy wash for the
Take me not with you, Embedded sticky dirty 'ism’

Let me remain in my habitat! Let there be command within
Every habitat be peace! To move from falsity to realism!

Every self be at peace! In "Navgrah Chant \tthin" we get

a different perspectivale worship Nav-
Grahas, the major nine planets, believe their
Nnfluence on our lives, try to appease them

titles of the poems stand apart. Nothing 13 save ourselves from adverse effects. But

of dreams or of fantasgvery title has its here in this poem see what the poet unveils.
own weight and gives a lot of scope for

contemplationA random selection confirmsAlmighty has its cosmic scale
this. Here are a few example$he To monitor planetary movements.
Pilgrimage Gangotri to GangasagaiThe Potential to replicate it in moments,
Crystalised €ars The Tanspaency-Bell Creator has destiny to be its lethal weapon
Asato Ma Sadgamaya@he Moving Mystic To command the creation,
Mount The Mind Game of Mahatmand Pro-creator has the individuality
Rainbow Thoughts of Kalidasa To comprehend the
Fault-lines of its destination!

The second section as mentioned
in the Preface is the mindfulness of the great The poem,The Mind-Set of Dr
souls. The first poemAsato Ma Hedgewais in two parts. It is a rare poem
Sadgamayarequesting to be led to rightand a bold one at that. The concluding part
path ascertains: captures the essence.

Dividing a collection into sections
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Dr Hedgewar had single panacea for aind future.
ills of individuality . .
Sangham Sharanam Gachchami - Sangham AN interesting poem that does not
ShaktiYugeYuge' - escape any reader's eyeTise Mind of

Unity is strength and to be unified visif10di- Here the poet rhymes his lines,
daily outfit's branches carefully selecting his words and crafting

But mediocrity is not clay to make gods ifhe poem to its fullness. He begins:
the Sangham furnace. Tempest trumpeting

Vishnu Sharma too did not escapg0 Pe regent or renunciate,
the poet's purviewSounding very poetic | "€ mind of young Modi
is Rainbow thought of Kalidasdt is in vacillatng... —
seven parts covering major traits of ne state of Modi-minding, _
Kalidasa's poetry bringing alive thePS day-nighthaving dusky meeting,
beauties withinAnil Sharma's dexterity AS Silent forest doing wave-churning,
manifests itself when all the works of\S Séa-tides doing moon-kissing.

Kalidasa are beautifully interwoven. For a Wow! What other expression would

while the poet lends his third eye to US SO, e to one's mind to express
that we could perceive the valuable gems - qerment?

within. This long poem concludes vibrantly
leaving behind an enchanting, romantic and Going throughThe Pilgrimages

dreamy scene . undoubtedly a rewarding experience.
Nostalgia grows in absence with renewedometimes we feel that the poet is not

trust and future delight, writing for any readeihe whole thought
Loved lines flash in sky with light andprocess is akin to meditation. He travels to
sound a great duo to excite. inner realms and expressions come to him
Inseparable cloud and lightning, showeas if in trance. Surelyhis book is not for
dews from the heaven, bed time readingrou have to sit upright
Both clasp in blissful showers tossing i@nd read. In the process you meditate on
the air folded in fond embrace the inner meaning sometimes abstract and

) ] some other times transcendental.
That is howvaksha and his beloved

wife are blessed free from the curse to live Anil K. Sharma is a unique poet
in ceaseless joy of their everlasting life. unveiling a new dimension to Indian

Contemporary topics which areEng_lish poetry For him the poetry is a
hotly debated and discussed too figure ¥Ehicle to convey the greatness of the land,
The Pilgrimage Perhaps, that is what th?€0ple and history of his motherland, India

pilgrimage is about spanning past, preseﬂi‘tat is Bharat.
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LESSONS FROM MAHABHARA TA

B.N.V. Parthasarathi*

Mahabharata teaches us many exile period was ovehis teaches us

lessons in life that are relevant forevgo an important lesson in life that we need
wonder it is acclaimed as one of the major to double the efforts when the chips are
epics. down and should never give up in life

1.

and succumb to defeat.
Though Pandavas were more powerful
than Kauravas they had to be in exilg. Duryodhan, despite being rich and
for 13 years after losing their kingdom. having a vast kingdom was consumed
This indicates whatever your strength, by jealousy against Pandavas which
when you are running through a bad eventually led to his downfall and death.
period you have to undergo certain This gives a very important message that
amount of suffering in life that is  one should be content with what he has
unavoidable. rather than feel jealous about others.

. Pandavas, despite being stronger than Dronacharya was fond of his disciple

Kauravas, lost their kingdom because of Arjuna. He taught him all the nuances of
Yudhisthir's weakness for the game of archery and was pleased with the
dice. There is a lesson in this to us that dedication ofrjuna. Drona taught him
one should be careful and try to avoid one day how to invoke and revoke one
or overcome one's weaknesses lest it of the most powerfuaistras brahma
leads to one's downfall. sironama’ Drona tellsArjuna, "l don't
have any desires but | only request you

. During the exile Pandavas never lost not to fight against me in a wairsuch a

their confidence and instead persevered sjtuation arises" as hiSurudakshina

to acquire greater powers and strength Arjuna agrees but still he had to fight

in order to prepare them to face and win against Drona his master in the deadly
the battle against the Kauravas after their Kurukshetra waiThe important lesson

from this episode in Mahabharat is that

*

one should never part with all the tricks
Ex Senior BankerManagement and Financial of the trade to his subordinates / peers
Consultant,Visiting faculty at premier B and should be careful to guard with
Schools and Universities. secrecy few important traits so that he
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will not have threats to his life or them, Pandavas fight with Gandharvas
profession. This is very essential in a and release the imprisoned Kauravas.
highly competitive environment. This episode tells us two important

lessons- (i) One should never try to

6. A saint by name Bruhadashwa pays a make fun of others when they are in

visit to Pandavas while they are in exile difficulties. (ii) In times of crisis our
and living in forestsyudishthir laments  family will come to our rescue because-
to Bruhadashwa by saying , " Oh. Saint, blood is thicker than water
we, Pandavas are the most unfortunate
and unlucky people on the earth suffering. Pandavas while in exile in the kingdom
greatest misery To this the saint of Matsya Desha ruled by Kingirat
responds sayingYudishthiritis human  take up different jobs in disguise in the
nature for anyone to feel that no one else king's courtYudhisthir as the player of
was suffering like what he was suffering. the game of dice, Bhim as a ch&fjun
There used to live a king by name Nala as dance mastédakul as horse trainer
who like you lost his kingdom due to Sahadev as cowherd and Draupadi as
his weakness to the game of dice and the hairstylist of the queen. They had
underwent lot of sufferings. If you developed expertise in these fields in
compare the miseries he experienced the past and that came to their rescue in
you must say that you are a very lucky their hour of crisis. This tells an
person.” This episode teaches a very important lesson that one should also
important lesson in life - when in develop certain hobbies apart from
difficulties one should look at others ones core job/ profession. In the hour
who are experiencing more difficulties of crisis those hobbies may prove to be
and must feel blessed and feel fortunate handy in overcoming the hardships in
compared to those people, rather than life.
going into a mode of self pity

9. Before the commencement of the

. Kauravas wanted to flaunt their riches Kurukshtra war both Duryodhan and

and ridicule Pandavas who are in exile Arjun approach Krishna for his help.
in the forests. When Kauravas visit the Krishna says he will not fight in the war
forests they happen to fight with a group but will only be an advisor and then asks
of Gandharvas near a pond in the forests Duryodhan andrjun to chose between
to show of their supremacyProvoked  himself who will not take part in the war
by the Kauravas the Gandharvas fight and an army that is equally powerful.
with Kauravs and defeat them. Coming While Duryodhan chooses the army
to know that the Kauravs were defeated Arjun prefers to have Krishna by his
by the Gandharvas and imprisoned by side as an advisorPandavas win the
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Kurukshetra war mainly because of thél.After the Kurukshtra war is won by

advice and guidance of Krishna. The

Pandavas and subsequently when they

lesson one can learn from this episode too die in due cours¥udhisthiy the
is that one has to have a good advisor in eldest one of Pandavas reaches heaven.

the crucial situations in life who can bail
one out of the problems because in
certain circumstances in life power and
wealth may not be of much help to us.

10.0n the 18 day of the great war of

Kurukshetra Dronacharya plapadma
vyuhato fight against PandavaAs
Arjuna is fighting elsewhere in the battle
field at a distant locatiorAbhimanyu
offers to lead the Pandava's army to fight
against Kauravagsbhimanyu, though
knows how to enter tHeadmayuvhahe
does not know how to exit. He gets stuck
in the middle of the battle field and is
killed by Kauravas. This episode gives
an important lesson that while facing any

When he is surprised to find Duryodhan
in heaven, Narad Muni teNaudhisthir
"Why are you surprised to find
Duryodhan in heaven? He did his job as
a king and fought the Kurukshetra battle
with valour and he neither ran away from
the battle field nor surrendered. He
fought till he died with courage and
hence he reached heaven." The lesson
one should learn from the words of
Narad Muni is that one should have
conviction and courage to pursue one's
goal till the end and should never give
up in life irrespective of whether one
gets success or faces defe&ftnning
and losing are part of life and one should
keep performing one's role/ duty

challenge one should have a complete unmindful of the results.

strategy and plan of action without which
it will be difficult to overcome the

Mahabharat is also known as Jaya.

challenge and one may even have here is a sayinato dharma thatho jaya
succumb to it helplessly because of halfthich means where there gharma

knowledge.

(righteousness) there will bgaya

(victory).

TRIVENI
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TUNEFUL SALUTATION
(Dramatized version of a devotion@lugu story)

D. Ranga Rao*

Scene | Saraswathi:Yes, they areYou identified

tghem correctlyThey are the ragaraginis, the
. - 'sapta swarasthe very foundation of the
divine abode of Lat Brahma and his %t of music. The seven ring tones in female
consort Saraswathi. Goddess Saraswatpy,m As for their wounds and their agony

is seated suounded by seven femalggy them yourself the reasarada paces
forms with bleeding wounds. Thegaeen 4vads them).

weeping and sobbing in pain and agony
_ -
Maharshi Narada enters stringingNarada'Oh you ragaraginisi Why do you

. : . eep? What is the reason for your wounds
his mahati chanting Narayana! Narayana}, 4 distress?
He stops looking at the bleeding ang
sobbing female forms and is moved at the, g araginis Maharshi Narada! What can
sight. He walks towals h|§ spiritual o say about our agony? If music is
mother Goddess Saraswathi. rendered properly observing the tune and
beat and sung sweetly as laid down by the
Sfode rules, we feel excited and are
QFansported to rapturous regions.

As the curtain rises Satya Loka, th

Narada Pranams to mother! Who are the

women mother? Why are there wounds

their bodies and why are they weeping?
. : , Narada Yes.That is true. | too feel so and

Saraswathi Blessings son! Didn't YOUgagree with you.

recognize them@Pake a close look at them.

(Narada walks towats them looking Ragaraginis Oh great MunilYou are the
intently and turns to Saraswathi) spiritual son of the Goddess of music and

. learning. What is not known to you? The
Narada Aren't they the ragaraginis, thzrL J y

: :number of people who sing without
seven fundamental notes of primordi astering the rules of music and its
music?

intricacies is growing day by day in
Bhooloka. They don't even bother whether
* Editor, Triveni their voices suit to produce classic musical
notes correctlyTheir gurus also do not

TRIVENI APR. - JUN. 2019



55

care to look into this aspect. The musisaid is true. But if the number of those who

these people produce is not pure arsing awful music is reduced, our old

wholesome. wounds and sufferings will be lessened to
that extent. That is our hope.

Narada Yes.Yes.What you say is very

true. | too have come across such situatioh@rada Is thereono way to cure you of
in Bhooloka in my visits there. | feel pained©ur old wounds?

on such dqcaasions C\l/vhen the Goddess gf,yaraginis Your mother should tell us
musicIs dishonoured. what is to be done to help usle came

Ragaraginis You asked us about ourhere seeking her help.

wounds. Our bodies are getting woundédlarada (Turning towads Saraswathi
with the awful music that is being rendereMother! Is there no way to cure the wounds
in the most unscientific manner irof these unfortunate damsels?
Bhooloka. The more they sing imperfectly
the ragas out of tune the more our bodi&araswathiWhy not? There is a way son.
get wounded and the more wefsufThat (She hesitates)
is the problem.
Narada Tell me what it is motheWhy
Narada How will your wounds be healeddo you hesitate?
then?
Saraswathiif a truly competent and highly
Ragaraginis If music is rendered withoutproficient signer sings, all their wounds
false notes and by sweet voices inthe mortalll be healed.Narada raises his
world our wounds will be healed. eyebows and looks aund with wide open
eyes exmssing a sdrof self impotance
Narada God's creation is very strange. It
contains both good and bad. There idarada: Mother! We play only on our
divinity and devilry going hand and handnusical instrumentsVe have knowledge
like light and shade, happiness and soyroef classical music but we are not singers.
beauty and ugliness. In the same mannenie are only devotee¥et it is universally
music too true notes and false notes gatknowledged that myself aidmbura are
mixed up. That being the case, how cajreat musicians. Hanuman is reported to be
mankind be without those who render falsg great musician who is capable of melting
notes while singing? This seems to be omecks when he sings. Then there are the
of the secrets of creation. Gandharvas who are also great singers. But
who is the best and the most competent
Ragaraginis Oh great musician what youamong us, mother?
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(Saraswathi's face lights up with a snjile Scene |l
SaraswathiWho else? In this universe and Kailasa as the curtain rises.
creationitis Lord Shiva himself. If he sings

the wounds of these ragaraginis will be Snow white mountains all ov€in
healed at once. a vast level grund Lod Shiva is seen

performing his divine dhdava dance in
Narada: (A little peeveldl Shiva! | know great ecstasyParvathi, his consdris also
that Lord Shiva is a great dancer but | dbancing with her Lod with grat
not know about his singing abilities. animation.

The primodial couple dance now
Saraswathi You are mistaken Narada. Ifseparately now together mingling into
Shiva sings it will be as divinely musicakach other at a énzied pace. Now Lor
and gladdening as his thunderous dan&hiva is seen, now Paathi. From the

which is exciting. right it is Shiva. Fom the left it is
Parvathi, the adhanaeeswar image. Next
Narada (Doubtfully) Shiva singing. . . | moment they separate themselves, pacing

think it can be arranged and it will be atheir steps to the beat of the damaruka of
rare as hisTandava. His singing is alsothe Lod. Narada is transfixed at the
possible @lmost talking to himsélf rarest of the rae sight.

RagaraginisMaharshi! If only you take up At the conclusion of the dance the
this task and make Lord Shiva agree to singjvine couple esot to their seats on a
you would have helped us to get our wounasound to est.
healed.
Shiva Narada! When did you come?
SaraswathiYes, son. It is you who should
undertake this impossible task and makeNtlarada: Parameswara! | lost the measure
possible. of time witnessing your divine dance. | am
blessed .By the way Lord, the time has come
Narada If it is ordained so, | will, mother for you to sing also.
with your blessings. My mission in life is
to render help to establish justice, pea&hiva Time for me to singPell me clearly
and harmony what you mean.

(Narada leaves for Kailasa chantingNarada What is not known to you in this

Narayana! Narayang universe, Maheswarakt you want to hear
The curtain falls. me tell you what it is. Let it be as you wish.
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In Satyaloka | saw ragaraginis sufferingheerasagara, the milky ocean. His
torture from bleeding wounds. | saw themonsort Lakshmi is sitting at his feet.
weeping and sobbing in the presence of
my spiritual mother Saraswathi. Narada stands waiting gazing at

the divinely handsome form of dodshnu
Parvathi Why were they suffering fromto wake up fom his sezne epose.
bleeding wounds?

Lord Mshnu wakes up after a

Narada The bodies of Ragaraginis gowhile.
wounded by musicians of BhoolokdNarada: Pranams to Srimannarayana!l
singing out of tune. So they are in pain and
sorrow My mother the muse of fine arts,Vishnu (Smiling Narada!What brings
told me that if Lord Siva sings theyou here! Didn't you find a chance to create
ragaraginis will be cured of their miserysome commotion somewhere?
and sent me to you.

Narada Where is the dearth for conflict
Shiva I'will certainly sing but on condition and commotion in this universe, my Lord?
that the one who listens to my singing shoulls long as they exist | am not worried. But
be my equal. Swamy!You are the super director of the

play of life in the worlds. | am only a cog
Narada (In surprisg Your equal®ho is in the wheel.
that listenerthat is your equal, Swamy?
Shiva It is MahaVishnu who is equal to Vishnu:You have grown clevgarada and
me. speak artfully

Narada MahaVishnu! If that is so | will Narada No Sire, everything is your grace.
take his consent and come to you. Pernidly the way Swamyl've come on a divine
me to go. $o saying Narada leaves bowingnission.

to him in eveence chanting Narayana!

Narayana) Vishnu:Divine missionWhat is it?
The curtain falls. Narada It is not exactly a divine mission.
It is something like that.
Scene lll
Vaikuntha Vishnu Tell me clearly without mumbling.

Lord Mshnu is seen lying in yogicNarada | saw the seven ragaraginis in
sleep on the seven hooded Adisheshu female form suffering from wounds inflicted
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on their bodies by the singers of the mortal Scene IV

world, Bhooloka, singing out of tune in

rakish voices. They were in the presence Kailasa as the curtain rises.

of Saraswathi who told me that if Lord

Shiva sings their wounds would be healed. Himalayan heights: A wide silver

I went to Kailasa. Lord Shiva agreed to singhite mound. Lad Shiva is seated in

but laid a condition. padmasana. La Srimannarayana is
seated to his right. Goddess Parvathi is

Vishnu:A conditionWhat is it? seated to Shiva's left. Beside her
Goddesses Lakshmi and Saraswatlei ar

Narada Lord Shiva said that he would singeated. Lod Brahma is seated by

only in the presence of the most competeBaraswathi's side.oving \ihayaka enters

listener and his equal. with his cymbals to keep time.
Kumaraswamy the instrumentalist arrives

Vishnu Who is that best listener equal twith his mridangam. Maharshi Narada is

him? seen moving about busily looking after the
arrangements. The ragaraginis enter and

Narada Yourself, LordVishnu! sit weeping and sobbing a little away
opposite Lad Shiva. Nandeeswararares

Vishnu Me?Who said it? and stands guar at the entrance to

prevent visitors wshing in.
Narada: Lord Shiva himself named you.

Lord Shiva commences his singing.
Vishnu (Smiling So you came to

persuade me to accept Shiva's proposalto  Oh! What celestial music! Music

be the guest of honour at his concert!  everlasting in nate . . . ayoga ... a
raga yoga . .. a mellifluous and honey
Narada It is so Swamy sweet nectar of vocal tmnt, . a superb

combination of bhava, raga, tala. . . a
Vishnu: All this is for the welfare of thedivine admixtue of musical notes of

world. Isn'tit so? I'll certainly be there wittsupeme harmony . . . an endless flow of
Shiva to hear him singell him so. music of the highest der
(Narada leaves with a bow As the singing eaches the
chanting Narayana! Narayang! crescendo the wounds of ragaraginis get
cured in the soothing healing touch of
The curtain falls. primordial music.

TRIVENI APR. - JUN. 2019



59

The ragaraginis stand up folding their The cutain drops.
hands in ecstatic joy and join the Seipre
Lord in singing expessing their gratitude [A dramatized version of &elugu story

as music divine fills the air Raga \ndanam by D. Srinivasa

Lord Mshnu and other guests todeekshitulu published iSrisaila Prabha
stand up applauding. Mc_)nt_hly. Courtesy:Srisqua_ Prabha
Narada: Glory be to Gods. Music has itg;iis(;aélzsahl]:)evesthanam, SrisailaAndhra
charms.

*kk
MURALS
A Annapurna Sharma*

I pit_y the threatening shadows lgres Lbeﬁfet\?j enrl?ﬁgn q
%ylgig a dagger To thrust
9 99 A piece of bread

-IE-(I)efnLréen?;r convulsions into the dark tunnel
y My tongue wags

Violent and lethal - :
: Like a dog's tail
The rainbow murals guffawed My limbs squirm

And danced Like a dissected earthworm
To the tune of

. , Witnessing
Oncoming traffic The casualty of
My eyes search Time
A mural
Painted with my brown blood
* Poet, Writer, Madanapalli On the walls of civilization
*kk
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GoldenArticle reprinted from Triveni, January- February 1931

THE ARTIST'S
SOLUTION TO THE WORLD PROBLEM

C. Jinarajadasa, M.A., (Cantab)*

In spite of every religion and everyEvolution' is the word which sums up the
philosophy that exists, mankind will nevegolution of science to the world problem,
give up asking certain questions concerningst as religion sums it up in the word 'God'
the origin of things. In far-off days in India,or philosophy in 'Unity".
men asked: "At whose behest doth mind
light on its perchAt whose command doth There is yet another solution to the
life, the first, proceed?" (Kena Upanishadjvorld problem, to which so far little
In spite of the answers given by thattention has been paid. It is that given by
Upanishads, we still ask the same questiongt. Scarcely any seeker for truth looks to
Till lately, in the history of civilisation, two Art as having solutions to his puzzles, for
types of answers are familiar to us; theyankind mostly looks upofut, the cult of
are the solutions offered by religion an@eauty as merely the embellishment of
philosophyThe answer of religion is eitheractivities, the result of refinement and
that all life is the action of a Personal Godensitiveness to civilisatiohatArt may
a Creatoror that it is the manifestation ofhave a solution to the world problem equal
an Impersonal Principle, absolute; the in rank or value to that of religion,

answer of philosophy is largely to showphilosophy or science, is perhaps a novel
that in man himself is the solution. theory

With the rise of modern science, But it is that theory which | wish to
another answer is offered to us Whinpropound, though | cannot expound it here
summarised brieflyis that all life is the at any very great length. Indeed, somewhat
result of a mechanical process due to forces a pioneet have to feel my way far more
inherent in the composition of matter itselfpy intuition than by clear mental sight; and
hence there will necessarily be many gaps
* Sri LankanTheosophical authorhaving in my exposition.

published more than 50 books and more than
1600 articles in periodicals during his life. [16- Let us start with an example, that of
12-1875 - 18-06-1953] a rainbowSuppose one were to ask, "What
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is a rainbow?", we shall certainly have theounted in a glass case; | know they too
scientific explanation, that it is an effect duerhisper some part of the great solution. My
to the refraction of light, as that light isshelves are full of books describing this or
broken up by prisms made by falling rainthat solution to the great problem; but so
drops. That explanation is true. But it islo my artist, my brassware makand my
only one explanation. But a secongotter For whereArt is, there too is
explanation, not less true, is thatof: "A  something of a great solution.

rainbow is an exquisite thing of beadty

The two truths do not contradict; nor do Who can describe what type of
they supplement each othfar they move solution is offered by a great landscape? It
on two different planes. But what will becannot be stated in words; yet a solution is
the effect of a rainbow on a sorrowful mathere.We cannot describe in words the
or woman who sees one? It will be téormula for an algebraical equation; the
suggest a "way out", for however brief gormula is a sequence of symbols, and yet
time, from the prison-house of grief, byo the mathematician the sequence gives an
offering pictures to the mind, orillumination, a solution. I know by
tendernesses and realisations to tlegperience that the following lines are true,
intuition. Does not an artistic reaction tdor they describe the way that a landscape,
the beauty of a rainbow contain a solutioor the painting of one by a great painter
to one part of the world problem? affects me.

| have before me as | write a smalDnce,
picture by Manishi Deythe size of a On looking from a window on a land
postcard, of a Madras jutka and poflge That lay in silence underneath the sun-
moment | saw it, | "fell in love" with it, A land of broad green meadows, through
and purchased it. My heart went out to thehich poured
pony, and every time | look at him | feelTwo rivers, slowly widening to the sea-
that he is the archetype of all the sufferinghus as | looked, | know not how or
jutka ponies of Madras. Certainly he isvhence,
bony, and depressed; but the artist has madés borne to my hush'd expectant soul
him near to my heart. | know that that pictur€hat thought, late learned by anxious-witted
whispers to me one tiny part of the greaman,
answer which | am seeking. Opposite tbhe infinite patience of the Eternal Mind.
me on a bracket on a wall are two brass
lotahs picked up for a few rupees the other What a different type of a solution
day in Calcutta, and a tiny earthenware cup the riddle of life is offered by a great
(its worth is one-twelfth of aanng found piece of architecture, for instance, that of
in Benares some years ago, and nawve Taj and its attendant mosques and
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gardens. It is as if some great Divine Consider the solution to the
Thought had descended to earth and becopreblem whither death leads offered in the
materialised in marble, with an aura othree great "funeral marches" of Beethoven,
green trees and sunlit wat&o too is the Chopin, andWagner They tell us of
effect of Borobudur in Java. Something, greatenobler more majestic
han anything we know in our human
Xperiences, more poignant in sorrow
more radiant with hope, more certain than
$ife itself. | think the Upanishad gives a faint
realisation whither great music leads.

It is when we come to music, tha
the solution given byArt to the great
problem is profoundest and most lastin
Thus speakadelaideAnne Procter in her

Lost Chod: "What no word can reveal, what revealeth
| know not what | was playing, the word, that know thou as Brahman
Or what | was deaming then; indeed, not this which they worship below
But | stuck one chat of music Of all the three funeral marches, it is
Like the sound of a gatAmen. Wagner's that moves me most. It describes
It quieted pain and soow, the life history of Siegfried-the love of his
Like love ovezoming strife; father and mothehis heroic youth, the curse
It seemed the harmonious echo on all three, his glory and his failure, the
From our discodant life. strange karma of it all-by the interblending
It linked all perplexed meanings of musical 'motives,’ in a slow march so
Into one perfect peace, awe-inspiring and majestic, that one feels
And tembled away intsilence that the composer is uttering truth,
As if it wee loth to cease. describing not only why an earthly hero must

' cease to be but also why a whole cosmos
That one single chord of ten notegust come to its cessation.
should link "all perplexed meanings into .
one perfect peace”-does not that prove that, _All who know whatvestern music
Art has a solution to the great problems? its greatest can be feel immediately that

is only when we come to the ‘abstract mudic/Vas a far-reaching truth which Browning
of theWest-its sonatas and symphonioe&iitéred when he said:

that we find the majestic power of musicSorrow is hard to bear and doubt is slow
especially in this particular aspect whichto clear

am considering d&rt as ofering solutions. Each sufierer says his sayis scheme of
Every sonata and symphony of Beethovetie weal and woe;

particularly Beethoven-has to me a solutioBut God has a few of us, whom He
What that is | cannot state in words. It igshispers in the ear;

the same with every musician'She rest may reason, and welcome; 'tis we
composition. musicians know
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SoArt too has its solutiorThe poet, clouds as they fly and in the branches as
the sculptarthe painterthe architect, the they wave? Let us certainly be thankful to
musician gets a flash of that solution, anghe saint, the philosopher and the scientist
states it adequately or inadequately in hisr showing us 'thaVay'; but not less
creation. Not less a great dancer also. Bifankful to the artist that he too is showing

as to the dance, do we not know in Indigs that\ay, even if his own feet are not yet
that Shiva is ever dancing a cosmic danageading it.

and that the flow of His rhythm is in the

WHY WORSHIP HIM

M.V. Satyanarayana*

To one who got no form, | give a form... The one who can't be pleased, | try to please

a bodyface and a smile, enamouring! with flowers, burning wicks and fine

To one who got no traits, | give a calm incense!

demeanaqrkindness and worldly yearningThat orphan spirit, sans a name, | try to
freeze

| carve a niche for one who's everywhere thousand names and sing with sweet

call it a shrine and try to guard Him too cadence!

by dove-sentries on spires and tantric snares

at sills and recit®’edic hymns to woo! ~ Why all this vain worship...one may cavil.

Because He's there in my karma as well!

* Writer and Poet, Nellore
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BOOK REVIEW

Farewell Ring and Other Stories students clears the compound of one room
Author: Reddy, T. Vasudeva, . New school of all weeds and plants some flower
Delhi: Authors Press, 2019. Pp. 154.  plants.At his new school, he is helped by
Rs.395/- $20. his student Padma, the only daughter of the
village headman. In hehe sees his own
It is Dr Reddy's first book of shortdaughterwho is no more novit home he
stories. | knewtill the book reached me,has old parents and wife. He wants to be
Dr. Reddy only as a poet, novelist, andear his home to serve his old parents and
critic of repute. It was a pleasant revelatiotor that purpose he gives his wedding ring
for me.To satiate my curiosifyt read the to the oficer, as bribe, to get himself
book from cover to cover and found tharansferred to his villagéfter one year he
the author is as chiselled and adept in histransferred: all the students and people
stories as he is in his poems, novels, anfithe village are sad, but also happy that
criticism. The book has 20 stories to tell ile is going back to his own place and bid
a plain style. These stories, as the authiaim farewell.
avers, in his Preface, are "based on real
situations with which | am [he is] directly At his village school, Raghu serves
connected or for which | [he] was an eywith dedication and at the time of his
witness. The element of fiction is less anetirement, his students and staff members
the degree of realism is more" (9). Somgive him a gold ring as retirement ghfter
of these stories have already appearedtmo years of his retirement, he decides to
print in Journals of repute and an anthologgo to his old school at Ramapuram. When
The Elusive Genre A Collection of hereaches there, he comes to know that his
English Shotr Sories, Series 1, (2016) favourite student, Padma, whom he
edited by Saikat Banerjee. addressed as Chinnyas getting married.
She also feels very happy to see her teacher
The title storyFarewell Ring- is atthe time of her wedding. He had nothing
about a school teach&aghu, who has beerto give her as wedding gift so he takes out
transferred to Ramapuram, a far off villagdiis ring, the retirement gift, and gives it to
The school has been without teacher ftver and blesses hdthus, he is deprived
about ten months.It shows how ouof two gold rings: the wedding and
education system works. He transforms thietirement. It also throws light on the
school from paksala and panasala morruption prevalentin society and poverty
pathsala by his dedication: with the help aff the honest workers. This story also shows
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the state of affairs of our schools. Thi is immaterial, we are all living beings
schools and education should, in fact, be and traces of the One Omnipresent Lord".
the top priority but alas: ""'Who cares for

teaching? Neither the Government, nor the The stories of this book teach the
parents, nor the teachers.™ It is a powerftdaders one or the other moral values that
jibe at the society including the politicianswe seem to have withdrawn from.

The last story of the anthology is These stories, based on real
Simian Cultue. Raghu, a School teacherincidents, as the writer says, make the
visits his home in the village in Summereaders think and think positively about the
Vacations and comes to know how the cropsoblems that we face and know for
are disappearing because nobody likes darselves the reality of things at first hand
work in fields due to various Government'Bnowledge. These stories are best bet for
freebie schemedypart from that the cropsthe money spent and provide not only great
are destroyed by monkeys and elephanisy but also teach values. These have
Besides, the drought conditions furthecertainly added to the repertoire of short
aggravate their problem&griculture is no story writing in India, nay world. These are
more a beneficial propositioAnd then is as true and sincere as Mulk Rajand's
an episode in which the monkeys' unity istory, The Lost Child which was also
shown better than human beings: a youngitten after a real incident in his life. How
monkey dies after a fall from the tree on bwish this book be recommended by the
cemented floorAll monkeys come there; architects of syllabi for study at school,
they try to revive the dead one, but failcollege and university level to the young
then they mourn its death and thereafterntinds! Such an effort will produce a
is picked up by a big monkey and takegeneration more compassionate and
towards the Peepal tree to lay it down thetanderstanding Indian values and problems
in shadow Raghu tells, his classmateto preserve and solve. The book deserves
Krishna, that their unity was commendabla place in each and every library where
and "There is much to learn from them, ithe people are prone to learning good things.
some ways they stand role modelsZongrats DrReddy!
wherever there is good we have to accept.

Whether it is ant or elephant, man or monkey D. C. Chambial,
Editor, POETCRIT, Maranda, Kangra, HP
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NEW MEMBERS

The following is the list of Donors/ Members who have joined the TRIVENI family
during April -June 2018 TheTRIVENI FOUNDATION welcomes them.

Patron:
Sri TSSAnjaneyulu, Hyderabad Rs.25,000/-

Life Members: Annual Members:
Smt.Annapurna Sharma Rs.2000/-  VET Institute ofArts & Sciences

Nellore ' Erode, Tamil Nadu
Sri Dilip Kumar Chatterjee Rs.2000/-

Kolkata

Sri Subrahmanyam Boyareddigari Rs.2000/-

USA

AN APPEAL

Journals like TRIVENI devoted to literature, culture, and human values cater to
a limited number of intellectuals and are not to be considered as successful business
propositions in any countryits publication is only possible by the generous support
of the cultured and enlightened readers. This earnest appeal is to solicit the patronage of
philanthropic persons to enlist themselves as Subscribers, Patrons and Donors and extend
their co-operation to the cause of Indian literature, culture and human values and/or help
us in any way possible. DonationsiRIVENI are exempt from Inconieax, Under
Section 80G (2) &(5) of the 1. Act, 1961.

, Bank Details:
Cheque/DD can be drawn in Favour of - nqhra Bankrarnaka Branch
“Triveni Foundation' Account No. 057810100029288
payable at Hyderabad. IFSC CodeANDB0000578

MICR Code: 50001050

We also invite writers and the intellectual community to come forward with
their articles and share their ideas, experiences with the readERIGENI.
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Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath at Puri

Source: Internet
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SRI YABALURI RAGHAVAIAH MEMORIAL TRUST

NEW PUBLICATION

Sachitra Sri Thyagaraja Keerthanaamritam
K. Satya Rama Prasad
Mlustrations: K.V. Bheemarao

HB Rs.1000/- (US$50)

Culture Capsules -
Parables for Healthy Minds
Kharidehal Venkata Rao
PB Rs.150/- (USS$15)  (US$20)
Sachitra Sr1 Hanuman Chalisa

K Venkata Rao

PB Rs.150/- (US$12)

Copies can be had from:

Culture Capsules - Art Of Living
Prof. 1.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.60/- (US$5) HB Rs.150/- (US$15)

Culture Capsules - Indian Renaissance
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.100/- (US$ 10) HB Rs.150/- (USS$15)
Culture Capsules - Ancient Wisdom Modern Insight
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.100 /-(US$15) HB Rs.250/- (US$25)
Culture Capsules - Living Through Changing Times
Prof. 1.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.75/- (US$10)  HB Rs.150/- (US$15)
Samskruti Sourabhalu Jeevana Soundaryam
(Telugu Translation of Art of Living by

Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.100/- (US$10)  HB Rs.200/- (US$20)
Culture Capsules - College Teachers And
Administrators - A Hand Book

Prof. 1.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.150/- (USS15) HB Rs.300/- (USS$30)
What Life Taught Me
Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.150/- (USS$15) HB Rs.250/- (US$25)
Culture Capsules - Flying Sparks

Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao
PB Rs.150/- (US$15) HB Rs.200/- (US$20)
Culture Capsules -

Golden Heritage of Indian Culture

Prof. I.V. Chalapati Rao

PB Rs.150/- (US$15)  HB Rs.200/- (US$20)

Sri Yabaluri Raghavaiah Memorial Trust
#1-104/1, St. No. 3, Bhavani Nagar, Nacharam, Hyderabad - 500076

Phone: +91 - 40 - 27171383, 40155383

Website: www.yabaluri.org

Email: syrmtrust@yahoo.com, syrmtrust@gmail.com
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